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THE 



HEIR APPARENT. 



Our hero, to whom every mo- 
ment appeared an age, in which he 
did not enjoy the only fociety which 
had charms for him, found it im- 
poffible to pafs the whole- day with- 
out feeing the beloved of his heart* 
After fpending the morning with his 
aunt and coufin, in whom he found 
minds eager to give him every af- 
fiftance that could tontribute to his 
vol. ii # b peace ; 
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peace ; he entreated their excufe for 
a fhort time, and, taking the well- 
"known road to the parfonage, reach- 
ed the garden without having en- 
gaged the obfervation of any part of 
the family * When he perceived his 
Alicia engaged with her little pupil, 
who, from the circumstance of be- 
ing his niece j had acquired new ties 
on her regard, he determined not to 
interrupt their pursuits, but, hidden 
behind the ftirubbery, to liflen unno- 
ticed to her harmonious voice, con- 
veying, in the fweeteft manner, in-* 
ftrudtion to the happy child ; which 
delightful ideas filled his mind : al- 
ready, in imagination, did he behold 
her, when, as a happy wife and mo- 
7 , ther, 
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ther, fhe would employ her talents 
in forming the docile minds of her 
own infants. With what propriety, 
thought he, does fhe at once convey 
knowledge and amufement to that" 
deferted little being, who, I am de- 
termined, fhall ever continue under 
the care of her gentle protedtrefs, 
when (he is flieltered in my arms ! 
He thought how bright Alicia would 
ihine in that rank which fhe was 
bom to fill j and he hoped that his 
mother, when once introduced to 
his fair bride, and knowing it was 
beyond the power of fate to feparatc 
them, would glory in a daughter 
whofe native dignity must alone have 
proclaimed a noble defcent, had not 
B % the * 
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the worthy Doringfield affured him 
fhe was of a family illuftrious as- 
that from which he fprung. His 
admiration was fo engaged by the 
fweet hiftorian, that, till the tale was 
finifhed, he continued in his hiding- 
place ; then, advancing towards the 
little group, he quickly found means 
to get rid of the fprightly child, and 
had the happiness of a long conver- 
fation with Alicia, who received the 
lord of her heart with all the cap- 
tivating lovelinefs _ of unconfcious 
beauty, artlefs ijinocence, and pure 
iimplicity. Being refolved to avoid 
all conteft with the couritefs of Or- 
mington, Henry had been prevailed 
on to liften to the advice of his 

friends 
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friends in keeping his engagement 
from the knowledge of any one, 
until he prefented Alicia, as Mrs. 
Neville, to his haughty mother.— 
This plan was wholly foreign to his 
character > and, on the firft view, he 
considered it as difgraceful to him- 
felf ; but Lady Cecilia Fortefcue at 
length fucceeded in convincing him 
that the Countefs would leave no- 
thing undone to feparate them, he 
yielded with reluctance to his filia- 
tion ; for that Mifs Arundel fliould . 
be under the neceffity of receiving 
his addreffes in a clandeftine man- 
ner, gave him the utmoft anxiety, 
when his own heart convinced him 
b 3 that 
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that £he would do honour to a 
prince's choice. 

Alicia exprefled fome apprehen- 
lions at the thought of the intro- 
duction which on die morrow was 
to take place between Lady Ce- 
cilia Fortelcue and hferfelf. Thefe 
thoughts were interrupted by . her 
lover* who exclaimed, «« 1 love my 
aunt tenderly $ you muft love her; 
for, my Alicia, Ihe is prepared to 
admire and eftccm my adored choice % 
had it been otherwife, the prejudices 
of my family fhould never Juve 
fliackled my independence for one 
moment; and ihould even my mo- 
ther 
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thcr prefcribc rules for my conduct 
on this head, fhould ihe ufurp any 
fuch power, that inftant all inter- 
courfe between us ceafes. To name 
the day which gives you to my 
arms, and, by fo doing, convince 
me, that the wiflies of him, who 
breathes but to devote his life to 
your felicity, have their juft weight 
with you f and that your mind is 
fuperior to the, we$j£ your 
fcx."— " Should I refufe, ,J< faid the 
hlufhing girl, <f I mull plead againft 
myfelf j and, fince youperfift in giv- 
ing your heart to her, whofe only- 
merit is in, your partial eftimation, 
and whofe fole pride is that fhe is 
dear to you, take then the hand you 
b 4 folicit ; 
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folicit; and, Oh I may you never 
have caufe to repent the eledtfon you 
have made !" She fpoke with ener- ' 
gy, infpired by the feelings of the 
moment. 

The enraptured Neville clafped 
her to his heart ; from whence he 
drew a fmall locket, which, he told 
her, contained a lock of her hair 
that he had procured from Mr. Do- 
ringfield. " Propitious gift!" he 
cried, prefling it to his lips, " may 
it ever give hirth to love and joy !— ~ 
it has been the companion of my 
bofom ; ind ever will I wear it, till 
its lovely owner is my own ! — You 
will not alk me to refign it, my be- 
loved ? 
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loved ? but fan&ion my devotion by 
yotar permiffion to retain the precious; 
depofit." — i€ Let it be my talif- 
man," returned fhe, with the fofteft 
fmile love could fumifli, " to guard 
the heart on which it repofes, and 
in which is contained all that muft 
contribute to my future happiness, 
as well from anxiety as from incori- 
ftancy-"— " It fhall indeed guard 
me from inconstancy, my only love! 
and whilft you are fafe, and fondly 
attached to your grateful Henry, he 
cannot know any painful fenfations $ 
for to all, but the misfortune of lof- 
ing thee, I am fuperior.; and death 
alone, I truft, can now divide us.™ 
Placing, as he fpoke, a ring on- that \ 
b $ finger 
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finger which is the firft link in 
the matrimonial chain, Alicia, over- 
powered by a variety of emotions, 
diffolved into tears and tendernefs at 
the profpedfc of fuch felicity, an at- 
tachment, fuch as Neville's, open to 
her view. '* How," cried (he, "am 
I bleft ! Am I indeed awake ? or do 
I dream of happinefs fo tranfcen-' 
dant, fo exquifite ? It is, I fear, too 
great to be continued."—" 1 truft 
not, my beloved," iaid Henry/ 
" my heart can never- change; fuf- 
fer hot^a thought, fo injurious to my 
love, to gain admittance in your 
breaft. Bear up a little only, and^a 
few days lhall prefent you to the 
world a$ the wife of my heart, the 

treafure 
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treafure of jny foul ; depend on your 
own virtues and native dignity to 
fecure you a reception due from my 
family to her on whom I, in future, 
depend for happinefs. The accounts 
" of Lord Ormington's health are lately 
of a more alarming nature ; and the 
ceremony which is to blend our fates 
in one, I hope will take place in the 
courfe of a week at fartheft, or a 
brother's death may force me to per* 
form a quarantine, which I feel the 
natural impatience of my nature can- 
not by any means confent to fup- 
port. Never will I expofe you to 
the difpleafure of my mother, tili 
you are fecured by my protection 
againft its eJFedls; he* Ladylhip 
B 6 fhail 
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fhall find that I can as boldly main- 
tain my purpofe as I have refolutely 
formed it : you will foon, my lovely 
< Alicia, difcover that I am impetuous 
and inflexible by nature ; and never 
will I liften to any argument urged 
againft a flame like that which I 
cherifh." — " You know I have pro- 
mifed all you can demand ; and ne- 
ver, I truft, lhall I live to experience 
a diminution of that tenderncfs, on 
the continuance of which I have 
placed my only earthly happinefs. 
Should thefefentiments change, how- 
ever fevere the trial, I would rather 
never behold you more, than owe 
your attentions to any thing but un- 
biaffcd affedtion : far rather would I 

teach 
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teach my heart to be contented with 
your friendfhip ; nor ever would 
your Alicia upbraid you with incon- 
ftancy, though, to furvive the lofs of 
a heart fo valued, would be impoffi- 
ble."— m Damp not the prefent mo- 
ment," cried he, " with thefe fore* 
boding tears ! Alicia, dare you not 
truft my love ?"— " Oh, yes i" fhe 
exclaimed 14 but your mother!" 
— " But, what? my angel!" de- 
manded he ; " I can but repeat my 
fears of the Countefs, and all your 
friends, who may condemn your 
choice ; and, even guarded by you, 
I almoft dread to. brave their indig- 
nation." — " Have 1 not faid, dear- 
eft 
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eft creature, though I love and re- 
lpe<a them f I will not be the flave 
of prejudice ? Of what advantage is 
fortune and independence, if I am 
not to fele€t the partner of my life ? 
to choofe from the world the mif. 
trefs of my foul ? Truft, dear Ali*. 
cia f to the heart which adores you, 
for conftancy and protection." — " 1 
do, I do 1" cried ; the timid girl ; 
" and never more will I exprefs 
any fentiments but thofe of happi- 
nefs and gratitude for the bleflings I 
enjoy. But let us now return to the 
boufe: it is fortunate the ladies are 
fo much occupied in their prepara- 
tions for to-morrow, or our long in- 
terview 



( 15 > 

tcrvicw would have difcovercd more 
than at prefent it is proper they 
fliould be made acquainted with." 

How differently had the moments 
been pafled by thofe within the par- 
fonage ! Mrs. Doringfield and La-, 
vinia were employed in feleding 
and arranging thofe ornaments which 
were meant tp adorn her who the 
fond mother expedfced would Ihine 
unrivalled in a multitude. Mr. Do- 
ringfield fat . in one corner of the 
room, with his eyes fixed on a book 
which he held in his hands, while 
his attention was engroffed by the 
mortifying *corttejnplation of the 

foolifh 
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fbolifli vanity of that woman to 
whom he had, poor miftakcn man ! 
confided the future comfort of his 
life ; and he felt, that the manner 
in which his wife was preparing to 
introduce her daughter to the notice 
of the world, would be the means 
of calling on himfelf the fliadow o£ 
her weaknefs. His reverie was^in- 
terrupted by Lavinia exclaiming, 
that (he wa« ibrprifed how Mifs 
Arundel could be wandering about 
the fields and gardens with the little 
brat, inftead of being employed in ar- 
rangements for to-morrow ! " But, 1 * 
cried the fcornful beauty, " fhe ima- 
gines herfelf fo A much fuperior to 

' others. 
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others in every refpedfc, that flie can 
fbc the regard of Mr. Neville with- 
; out taking any pains about it.** 
• 

To the noble, kind-hearted Do- 
ringfield, this fpeech, uttered by one 
-whom he would have been happy to 
have confidered as his own child, 
had fhe been worthy of the diftinc- 
tion, gave him the greateft uneafi- 
•nefsj it evinced, that the deformity 
♦of envy, which is {q difgraceful in 
the bofom of youth, had gained en- 
tire pofTeffion of her foul, and would 
in time over-run all general kindnefs 
and noble fentiment, which, like 
gold, may be beaten till it covers - 
an immenfity of fpace; o* fpun 
into wires fo fine, till it forms a 

zone 



( 18 ) 

zone to embrace the whole univtrie, 
without leffening its purity or dimi- 
nifhing its value. He replied in a 
tone of fe verity unufual to him, who 
was the mildeft of human beings, 
" I would in future advife you, 
Mifs Dormer, when it is your plea- 
fure to make iavidious remarks on 
any one, to chaofe fome other fub- 
je& on which to exercife your en- 
vious fpleen, and fufler Mifs Arun- 
del to efcape the honour of your no- 
tice. She is fo highly gifted with 
all the virtues and the graces which 
can adorn her fex in the eyes of the 
rational part of mankind, that ihe 
will not need to intrude herfclf on 
their view. Unfolicited, the fupe- 
riority of her perfon and manner 

will 
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will ever claim a decided preference 
from all who are acquainted with 
her merits ; and you fliould learn to 
cpnfider, that the graces of perfon 
and the favours of fortune fliould be 
coniidered only as a decent varnifh, _ 
which, though ftamped with royal** 
ty, cannot alter the metal it is made 
of. It is wrong to fancy all is of* 
piece ; that this wonderful fine out- 
fide grows from the root of intrinfic 
prerogative, and is the unalienable 
right of our nature. Jn future then, 
Lavinia, karn to place lefs value on 
your own fancied perfections, and 
view, without envy, the fuperior at- 
tractions of another j for, believe 
the advice of an old man, nothing 

is 
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is fo deftru&ive to beauty ; and, if 
you have an inclination to be thought 
handfome yourfelf, you muft never 
refufe the juftice due to another/ 1 

The expoftulatron , which her own ^ 
•condud had thus brought upon her, 
was received with fuller* indiffer- 
ence ; and the glow of indignation, 
which tinged the cheek of the doat- 
ing mother, evinced her fenfations 
at the rebuke Lavinia had fo well 
deferved. Mortified vanity made 
her determine in her own mind, that 
her refentment fhould, at the firft 
convenient opportunity, fall on the 
devoted head of the innocent Alicia ♦ 



During 
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During the remainder of the feven- 
ing Dojringfield fpoke but little ; and 
Mifs Arundel retired to her apart- 
ment, (hortly after, the departure of 
Henry, to contemplate at leifure her 
future brilliant profpedfcs. The fe- 
crecy fo neceffary to be obferved in 
the prefent inftance, was the occa- 
fioii of uneafinefs to. a mind that ab- 
horred the idea of any thing like de- 
ceit—a mind which had been fo 
early taught to defpife all kinds of 
deception; and Ihe reflected, with, 
regret, that artifice would be necef- 
fary to procure the gratifications al- 
lowed by virtue : fhe fondly antici- 
pated the hour, when, as the declared 
wife of Neville, ihe flxould glory in 

the 
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the tide which would give her claim 
to his affedion, and no longer fub- 
jc^t her to the cold civility and ill- 
concealed diflike of Mrs. Doring-» 
field and Lavinia. Thus, with 
every profped: of felicity before her, 
flie felt as every one mull feel who 
cannot reconcile their condud to the 
Ihri&eft rules of moral rectitude ; 
for it was impoflible to confider, 
that, by fecuring to herfelf the ob- 
ject of her tendereft regard, flie was 
the innocent caufe of a fon's a&ing 
in oppofition to the wiflxes of a pa- 
rent ; nor did felf-love or vanity de- 
lude her to view herfelf as totally 
free from blame ; and, after an hour 
fpent in ruminations of a fimilar na- 
ture, 
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ture, flic retired to reft, in order to 
recruit by fleep her fluttered fpirits, 
to enable her to fupport an intro- 
duction to a part of that family of 
which fhe was fliortly to form fo 
diftinguifhed a member. It *was 
fome time before flie could forget 
her promifed felicity : joy is as great 
an enemy to repofe, as forrow can 
be ; ftrange as it may appear, that 
fuch oppofite fenfations Ihould caufe 
the fame efFed. 

At an early hour the ladies ap- 
peared at the break faft- table, when 
the contraft was ftriking indeed be- 
tween the two beauties in the choice 
<of their ornaments. Alicia, rich in 

the 
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the endowments of native lpvelinefs, 
was more calculated to win the af- 
fedtion by degrees, than to feize the 
fenfes by force ; while the graceful 
and majeftic figure of Lavinia was 
of that commanding kind which 
takes the heart by fyrprife, and 
leaves the judgment to make what, 
terms it can with the fenfes. The. 
modeft, the retiring Alicia, would 
fcarcely be obferved by the multi- 
tude, whilft the irrefiftible figure of 
Lavinia took the imagination cap- 
tive. Alicia's mild hazel eyes ap- 
peared, after the fparkling, raging 
black ones of Lavinia, dike the mel- 
low luftre of the moon fucceeding 
to a day of refplendent brightnefs. 

The 
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The drefs alfo befpoke the different 
turn of mind of thefe beautiful girls. 
Alicia was adorned by the hands of 
modefly and elegance j while Lavi- 
nia expofed to the gaze of admira- 
tion, as much as the prefent uncon- 
fined fafhion admits. 

Mifs Anxndel was employed with 
her little pupil in the apartment al- 
lotted f or her ufual morning occupa- 
tions, when the founcj of wheels 
drew them to the window ; and the 
three elegant young men in a mo- 
ment fprang from their equipages, . 
and joined the party aflembled in , 
the drawing-room, who, with eager « 
expe&ation, awaited their arrival.— 

vol. ii. c On 
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On entering the room, the eager 
lover fcnt his eye to afk if yet its 
chief delight were near. She in a- 
moment appeared, with the little 
girl in her hand : her lovely coun- 
tenance was tinged witlva more ani- 
mated glow, as Neville haftened to k 
meet her. His fpeaking counte- 
nance, and his ardent perufal of her 
features, conveyed to her bofom that 
pleafing cpnfufion which arifes from 
the confeioufnefs of being beloved , 
and maete the eloquent blood to man- 
tle on her cheek, at the vifible air 
of tendernefs which pourtrayed his 4 
whole foul' as he took her band. 
Her heart funk oh obferving that lie 
wore his arm in a fcarf ; and her 

fair 
i 
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fair face 16ft the luminous expfcffion 
it had worn at: hi$ entrance. Henry; 
perceiving her inquietude, and gueflk 
ing afc the saufe, immediately , in a 
law ton?, offered her. his accident 
was nothings aad requefted flie 
would hot alarm herfelf, .as the acci* . 
dent was hot of the fmalleft confer 
quence; and. would occafion him aa 
excuferfor enjoying; more of hcr.fo* : 
ciety. during the day j thankingher, 
at the fame time; in ; the ; moft paf- : 
(k>nate maimer* for the inteceft fhet 
evinced towards, hint; ' , : . 

. Mrs. /Dbringfield; and Lavinia 
were; ftanding by, a window,, ah* 
foihed yby the. admiration, excitedLby 
c z the 
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the appearance of the moft elegant 
little carriage they had ever beheld, 
drawn by fix beautiful ponies, which 
Sir Granby Darcy had dfdered from 
town, in order to captivate, by the 
appearance of fo much fplendour, 
the heart of Mifs Dormer, who, he-' 
entreated, would honour him, by 
fufiering it to convey her to the 
breakfaft. Confent was foon ob- 
tained to this flattering propofition ; 
and Henry requefted his friend For- 
tefcue to drive Mrs. Doringfield in 
his curricle, for, owing to the un- 
fortunate accident he had met with 
by ftraining his arm, hefaid it would 
be impoflible he could have a fuffi- 
cient command of the horfes, which 
. , were 
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frere fpirited ones, and required 
fome addrefs to guide. The elderly 
Lady, delighted at the. adoration paid 
by the maftei: of the fair equipage at 
the Ihrinc of her Lavinia, fuffer&i 
Mr. Fortefcue to condud: her to the 
curricle of Neville ; and at this fame 
moment Mifs Dolmen, . prefenting 
her hand to the Baronet, dated by 
the moft enlivening hopes, paffed 
the little t group affembled at the 
door with a look of triumphant de- 
light, and feated herfelf in the phae- 
ton, as a Goddefs would have done 
in the car of the Gods, furroimded 
by adorers, . 

Mr. Doringfield beheld thefe ar- 
c 3 range- 
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* rahgements in filence ; and when the 
poft-chaife drew up, which was to 
convey himfelf, Mifs Arundel, and 
Neville, little Lydia exclaimed— 
41 Oh, this carriage is ; not one half 
fo pretty as. that beautiful one in 
which Lavinia is gone ; I wi£h, my 
dear Alicia, it had been you inftead 
of her who was to go in it/**— " If 
this is lefs elegant," faid Doling- 
jficld, " it is more fafe,' my [Love ; 
vand I believe your kind friend would 
-be forry to make the exchange."—- 
The blufhing cheek and fparkling 
i eye of the grateful Alicia gave.a full, 
though a filent aflent, to this remark j 
and, kiffing the little girl, the car- 
triage drove off, every individual bo- 

■ ' fom 
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fom beating high with the various 
fenfations by which they were agi- 
tated. Pleafure predominated. It 
is our duty to be gratified by that 
which is meant to afford us an in- 
nocent gratification, bccaufe it con- 
veys to us the good news that our 
minds are rightly difpofed. This 
was the fitiiation of fome, though 
: not of all the perfons who formed 
the fplendid party* 

During their drive, Doringfield 
cxprelTed his regret at the accident 
which had occafioned the arm of 
Mr. Nevil to be wrapped in a fcarf. 
Henry replied, with a finile, he had 
only himfelf to blame, for a circtim- 
c 4 ftance 
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jftance which, like Sancho Panca's 
ftripes, had been infli&ed by him- 
felf, in order to feCure a feat in the 
carriage which contained his Alicia ; 
a fraud, which the ftrong tempta- 
tion he ever felt to be in her fociety, 
mull alone excufe him for having 
put in pra&ice. Alicia felt highly 
gratified at this proof of his affec- 
. tion; and .the look of unfpeakable 
tendernefs with which flie * replied to 
it, repaid him for the pains he had 
taken to arrange his little cavalcade. 
Henry kept his eyes invariably fixed 
on her, with an expreffion of delight 
that fpread a bright carnation-glow 
on her cheek whenever her averted 
glance met his. v 

The 
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The converfation now turned on 
various fubjedts, in which the high- 
ly-cultivated and poliihed Alicia 
flione with a fund of good fcnfc 
and information very rare in her 
fcx ; and Henry, the enraptured 
Henry; knew not which moft to ad- 
mire, her loVely countenance, her 
enchanting modefty, her elegant 
manners, or refined underftanding ; 
never before had he feen fuch an 
union of charms ; and he thought 
himfelf the moft enviable of man, 
that he.engroffed the affe&ions of 
fuch a heart. < 

On turning an angle of the road, 
Henry pointed out, to th« obferva- 
c 5 tion_ 
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fapti \ q£ his Alicia, Heathfide, the 
jrefideoee tff <frat amiable relation to 
rwhoffi {he was that day to be ^>re-* • 
^fenced. The ; houfe ffcood on a hill, 
-rwhence rWJis vi/ible a number «>f , 
;pleafingand.pid:urefque views. Fart 
J&f the. domain was a park, covered 
7with -groups pf the moft flouriihing' 
itrecs, , intermixed with a portion of 
• wild and broken ground, which 
/diverfified with rough and ragged 
:banks, rocks and crooked trees, 
Jbangirig in fantaftic ramifications 
idown the hill. Immediately be- 
fore the houfe, one of the fineft 
lawns imaginable fpread to a confi- 
derable diftance, bordered on tone 
fide by a thick wood, through viftas 

of * 
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,of which the tall fpire.of thcparifb- 
>churoh, to weiring above them, pjo- 
,duced ft very ftrilcing and beautiful 
effedi | while, on thfc other iide, the 
prpfped: furnifhed a mixed acflcm- 
blage of rural and a<2ive fcenery, 
the placid, and the buftling ; plowed 
fields ; the boat-building ; and huf- 
bandmen and failors following their 
feveral occupations in the vicinity, 
-occafioned by the Trent navigation, - 
which produced a moft pleating va- " 
■rietyj while that beautiful river 
winds its filvery.ftreams, amid luxu- 
riant meadows, many. miles each 
way, to which the park nearly 
.reached % while its variegated fwells 
of fineft verdure, adorned with beau- 
» c 6 tiful 
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tiful groups of noble trees, prefented 
at once to the traveller's mind an idea 
of grandeur and comfort united in 
this chofen. fpot. 

On Alicia's expatiating on the 
beauties of this delightful refidence, 
the cheeks of Doringfield glowed 
with crimfon, while tears ftood trem- 
bling in his eye, as he fa id, in a low 
tone, as if unconfcious he was giv- 
ing utterance to his thoughts, " The 
very houfe and walls are daggers to 
my heart 1" 

The words which fell from his 
lips were not intended to teach the 
ear of his auditors ; but Henry, with 

eager- * 
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eagernefs, inquired the caufe which 
could occafion fuch a conflift in the 
tranquil mind of his friend. 44 It 
is over now," returned the ftill agi- 
tated tutor. 44 The remembrance of 
days long paft, days of happinefs 
never more to return! which were 
once enjoyed by thofe friends in 
whofe fate I was moft tenderly in- 
terefted, ever force themfelves on my 
recollection, when chance brings me 
in view of that fpot, which, a long 
lapfe of years ago, was inhabited by 
the happieft family the fun of feli- 
city ever gilded with its rays, Alas ! 
many years have been filed on the 
regifter of time fince the darknefs of 
the night fucceeded to their day of 

fplcndourl 
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,fplendour ! But let us banifli a fub- 
jedt which ever imparts the moft 
.mfelancholy fenfations to my heart." 

" Only one word more, my dear 
:Sir," faid Neville; 44 Permit me to 
inquire to whom the eftate belonged 
.prior to its coming into the poffef- 
fion of my aunt's hufband ? I have 
fortnerfy heard that fome unpleafant 
circumftances, of a melancholy na- 
ture, had occurred between the fa- 
rmily who then occupied it, and my 
'grandfather, the late Duke of Mal- 
vern ; and, as Bellevue was bequeath- 
ed by his Grace to my mother, I 
•believe the vicinity of its neighbour- 
hood firft introduced -Mar. Fortefcue 
»and Lady Cecilia to the knowledge 
8 of 
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of each other, as flie lived with the 
JEarl and Countefs till flie was uhited 
.to that worthy man. If I miftake 
not, it was a private marriage, en- 
tered intp by the late Marquis of 
J)efmond Mfith the daughter of that 
,houfe, which occafioned fome un- ^ 
rpleafant .events, the nature of which 
I could never learn, as my mother 
always . avoids every oonverfation 
which migh{ lead to the fubject of 
:her unfortunate brother, the early 
termination of whofe life was, I 
have been informed, occafioned by 
fome- heavy domeftic calamities. — ' 
Fearing to, renew unplea&nt ideas, I 
Jiave ey$r forborne to inquire into 
thofe, particulars which could not 

fail 
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fail to produce the moll afflicting 
remembrances in the heart of a lif- 
ter / but you, my dear Sir,' can gra- 
tify my curiofity refpe&ing a point 
in which my family were fo deeply 
concerned, as, from your long know- 
ledge of my grandfather's houfe, no 
circumftance refpefting it can have 
been hidden from your knowledge. 
If you will Tome day favour me with 
the communication, 1 1 (hall think 
myfelf moll highly obliged ; as I 
really feel warmly interefted in the 
hiftory of this amiable uncle, who 
died while I was a child/ 1 — " At 
feme future period your wilhes lhall 
be complied with," replied Doring- 
field, who again appeared to have 

seco- 
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recovered his ufual compofure; 
14 but at prefent you muft pardon 
my declining to repeat events, in 
many of which I took an adtive 
part. Doubtlefs you have heard I 
had the honour and happinefs of fu- 
perintending the education of Lord 
Defmond ; and never did the dawn 
of youth open with a fairer promife; 
but early, indeed, did he make the 
exchange ; for, though few his days, 
many were his forrows ; and even I, 
who loved him with the tendered: 
affedtion, rejoiced at his removal 
from a world in which he rtever 
more would hav# experienced hap- 
pinefs. Life is like eroding a ftrait 
between two immenfe continents j 

eternity 
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. eternity before and behind ; the paff- 
agc over is fo fliort, that it is impious 
to repine if we are not fo well, ac- 
commodated on the way as others 
may be ; our principal concern is to 
prepare for a friendly reception on 
the bppofite fliore, and to rrjake the 
best we can of every difficulty we 
meet on that coaft which we are fo 
foon to quit for ever. 1 * 

The 'eyes of Alicia fwam in liquid 
luftre at the griefs of one fo nearly 
allied to her Henry - and, to give 
. the coiiverfation a turn from the un- 
fortunate Marqui&, fhe faid — " But 
you have not told us, my dear Sir, 
the name of the family who occu- 
pied 
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pied that charming place \vc have 
juft pafled 7 before it came into the 
pofleffion of Mr. Fortefcue " It 
formerly belonged," > returned Do- 
ringfield, " to a gentleman of the 
fame name, and diftantly relatejj to 
the prefent occupiers, who, with a 
wife and one loVety daughter, blcft 
-the fiirrounding country in; which 
they lived, by. the exerciie of every 
-viitue that dould adorn the moft ex- 
- alted rank. Hofpitable, charitable, 
and .humane, diftrefs was never 
« known within the circle of their 
inquiries; and bleflings were ever 
-poured on the benevolent and happy 
family at Heathfide. Such they 
once were; but how fudden, how 

fatal, 
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fatal, the Teverfc ! Thdfc friends 
who witnefled and fliared in the fe- 
licity of this manfion of peace,, lived 
to behold the deftru&ion of all the 
blifs this world could afford; and 
the only remaining prop which could 
have fupported this ancient, thaugh 
untitled doniajft, left a prey: to the 
rude elements and boifterous tem- 
pefts of misfortune. It was the 
- death of the father of this martyred 
angel which caufed .his landed-pro- 
perty to defcend to the male heir, 
who was the late huflband of your 
aunt; he had never been irt : habits 
of perfonal intimacy, with . his amia- 
ble relations ; and,. on the deceafe of 
my worthy friend, inftituted a fuit 

in 
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in the court of Chancery, to prevent 
the large eftate's being enjoyed by 
the heirefis of the late Mr. Fortefcue: 
he fucceeded, and fhe inherited only 
the perfonal property,, which was 
confiderable ; and, being totally in 
her own power, it was by her be- 
queathed in truft forfome purpofes * 
not generally known; and flie ap- 
pointed a friend to fee thofe wifhes 
fulfilled according to the directions 
given during her laft illnefs to one 
who had the unfpeakable happinefs 
of foothing Ijer hours of forrow.— • 
Adverfity is the true t6uchftone of 
friendihip: the man on whom for- 
tune ever fmiles cannot know by 
whom he is really beloved. v 
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At this moment the carriage ftopt, 
at tht placeof deftindti&n, and,, by 
fo doing? put an end to the intcreft* * 
ing converfaf ion by which they had 
been occupied. 

The forrows of Lord Defmond 
and Mifs ^Fortefcue had fo fafci- 
nated the hearts of the amiable trio, 
as to render them unfit to partake in 
• the gaiety , of the fcene before them. 
The breakfafi; was fplendid; and 
Mrs. Doringfidfi's ' party af traded 
univerfal admiration. M Biit your 
aunt," laid Aiicia:;; when am T 
la have the felicity, aft'bdng' made' % 
kwwn.to! onefo amiaWe as, my 1 
heart tells riie, Lady Cecilia Fortef- 

cue 
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cue*nuft be, fince fhe is fo dear -to 
you^? ,, — In a* fhort time, my 
tovtv" replied Henry , *• my aunt 
will join the party ; but (he feared a 
whole day of exertion would be, 
more than the delicate health of her 
Olivia- could fupport, were fhe to 
venture into all the pleafuifes General 
Arnold has allotted 1 for his guefts; 
hence fhe will not join the party un- * 
til after the .review, when my cou- 
fin* will repay, forftaying away from 
the breakfaft, by- the intended little : 
rural dance to be given, after dinner, 
in the field: I affure you they are 
both moft 1 anxious to be known to 
her who .will fo ffcon- become the 
companion of my life. Lady-Ce- 

cilia • 
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cilia has defined I will not formally 
introduce you till fhe has tried her 
own flock of penetration % by which 
fhe thinks fhe fhall find out the ob- 
ject of my adoration, without being 
diredted by me to the difcovery ; for 
fhe declares, the praifes of lovers are 
at leaft as much to be fufpeded as 
thofe in a funeral oration ; and fhe 
is determined to judge if any man 
can be trufted in the encomiums he 
beftows on themifirefs of his heart, " 
A fmile played on the face of Ali- 
cia, who replied— • 4 I know, not 
how it, is that I tremble at an intro- 
duction to any part of yourrfamily ; 
yet it fhall ever be my fludy to gam 
and merit their approbation; and, 

»ext . 
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next to die continuance of your af- 
fe&ion, their good opinion will be 
of the higbeft importance to my 
peace." Alicia looked more inte- 
reflingly lovely than he had ever be- 
held her ; and he gazed on her with 
excels of rapture. 

They now left the temporary 
building ere&ed for the brrakfaft, 
and proceeded to the field* in which 
tents had been pitched for the ac- 
commodation of the company. She 
leaned on the arm of Neville * and 
theixagsance^if the morning-air in- 
cmfed the bloom of her polifhed 
cheek, and give an indefcribable 
animation to her countenance : in* 

vol. h. d nocence 
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nocence and pleafure were blended 
ia the. fmile-of love with which flie 
Upheld , her elegant . efcort, who, as 
they paiTed through the aflembled 
crowd, faw all eyes fixed on her 
with looks of admiration. Thafe 
of a lower clafs, whom curiofity at- 
tracted to the fpot, did not conceal 
their approbation in filence. One 
exclaimed, " She is as good as pret- 
ty, I will be bound for that!"-— 
Another, "How fweet ami good- 
humoured (he looks !"-— While a. 
third cried, " God blefs you both 
together ! yoij are as fweet a pair as^ 
ever the fun flione on, whoever you 
are !" — The eyes of Alicia fparkled 
with fentiments of gratitude at thefe 

* fimpie, 
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limplc, but gratifying encomiums $ 
while Henry, with the energy of 
feeling to which his heart gave ut- 
terance, whifpered his delight at the 
homage paid by the difciples of pure 
nature to the affability and beauty of 
his adored companion. " Thus will 
it ever be," cried he; " my fanguine 
heart tells me my path of life will 
be ftrewed with flowers : fecure in 
your love, it will glide in celeftial 
happinefs-. Devoted to her who 
charms even the moft unpolifhed 
heart, how enviable will be my lot ! 
.Oh ! my Alicia, did you but feel as 
I do, no doubts would diftrefs your 
anxious mind."— " Doubt, my dear 
friend, is the companion of love j 
D 3 the 
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the mote our hopes, are fixed on one 
event, the more we dread its failure." 

Ah ! my Alicia, did you adore 
as I do, you would hanifh this pen-* 
five air: tell me, Whence does it. 
proceed f'^—The fenfitive delicacy 
of the female heart is not to be ex- 
plained. She looked xlown, blufh- 
edj and tenderly prefied the hand 
which held her own ; and, whilft 
he regarded her with eyes beaming 
refpedl and tendernefs, he walked 
by her fide, in a filence more deli- 
cious than the moil animated* con-, 
verfation. - 



They had now reached the field, 
at the extremity of which was a 
3 g r °ve 
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grove of srfd oaks, and under theiti 
wa* placed the tables for the dinner. 
The foldiers drawn out^ and their v 
arms glittering hi the >Tefplehdent 
fays 6f a meridian fun, had a mag- 
nificent an4 delightful appearance. 
The * gentle -note* of the ftathered 
dio^ifters filled the air wkh iriefJable 
melody 5 footi, however, they were 
over^fcweted by the tlafh of martial 
muiit, which filled the foul with the N 
fhoft exalted fenfatrons, while the 
various military manoeuvres, wkh 
equal' eafe and agility, pleafed and 
aftonifhed the beholders. if How' 
grateful, 11 faid Alicia, *' ought wc 
not to be to tjiofe brave men, who* 
for the * defence, of their king and 
d 3 country, 
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country, facrifiee the domeftc do- 
ties, the deareft ties, which bind 
the hiart of man ! and never, fure- 
ly , wasmonarch more deferving of 
a people's love than him who now 
reigns in the hearts of his fubjedts. 
Long may he be fpared to. them as 
an example of all which <ran adorn 
human nature, and add the fplen- 
dour of virtue to regal dignity/* 

Mrs* Doringfield, entirely en- 
groffed by the admiration and * ho*, 
mage her fair daughter attraded, 
did not give herfelf much trouble 
refpedting Mifs Arundel, who, fafe 
under the protection of Neville and 
her worthy guardian, felt no other 

fenfa- 
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fenfaticns but thofe of happinefs.— * 
Lavinia was foon furroundcd by a 
number of the officers, who, allured 
by beauty and novelty, were paying 
her the moft extravagant compli- 
ments . In the adulation fhe receiv- 
ed, all thoughts of Henry were ba- 
nifhed from, her mind ; while the 
refpe&ful, yet afFe&ionate manners 
fo vifible in hi* addrefs to Alicia, 
convinced the obfervers that flic 
ihuft be in poffeflidn of diftinguifh- 
ed rank, as well as fuperior man- 
ners ; and they involuntarily paid her 
thofe marks of honour feldom of-* 
fered but at the flirine of proud fu- 
periority. 44 Do you not obferve, 
my Alicia," cried the delighted 
d 4 Henry, 
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Henry, " the impreflion you have 
made on the hearts of alj beholders ? 
They find it difficult toreftrain their 
admiration within the bounds of 
fifent refpeft. I really believe I 
have been applied to a thoufand 
times already this morning for in- 
formation refpe&ing you,"—- " I 
am no otherwife flattered," replied 
fhe, " at the undeferved attention 
beftowed w^e, but as it may ferve 
to do honour to the choice yop ba¥* 
made; for, reft allured, that while 
bluffed with your approbation, that 
of any other muft be indifferent to 
your happy Alicia." — " Heavenly 
goodnefs I" exclaimed he in a voice 
fufficiently loud to attradt the atten- 

tion 
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tion of his neighbours, " who cofct 
fuffeciently prize that purity of fen- 
timent?" The modeft, timid t>b~ ^ 
jc<5t of his rapturous expreilioh felt 
i abaflied at the regard thus drawn 
upon her ; and, in Italian, with a 
gentle fmile, Vequefted he . would 
have the difcretion to be a little 
more guarded in the extravagance: of 
his encomiums. 

t 

At this moment, Mr. Fortefcuei 
who flood near, and had been lot% 
gazing with admiration on her who 
had made his heart; feel all the prog* 
of unrequited affe&ion, replied* m 
the fame language, •* If you woriM 
*ot f deareft Mifs Arundel, . exfcitt 
d 5 the 
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the adoratidn of all obfervers, it is 
abfblutely neceffary you fhduld fcreen * 
that lovely form from the gazing 
multitude, and ceafe to give utter- 
ance to fentiments fo refined!"-^ 
# * Ah, my dearTortefcue,"cried Ne- 
ville, turning towards them, how 
came you to difcover us in the crowd ? 
I . thought you had been with Mrs. 
Doringfield and Lavinia. But, pray, 
tell me, are Lady Cecilia and Olivia 
yet arrived ? M — " To your firft <|ue- 
ftiofc 1 can, only reply, that there are 
other ibreafts befides your own, my 
fortunate .friend, who are capable 
jaifo. of difcerning the merits of) her 
\ibo is. the objedt of your adoration ; 
and infenfible, indeed, muft tfcofe 
■ - hearts 
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hearts be which arc not attradted by 
"an irrefiftible force ta the fppt which 
contains Mifs Arundeh Now, as 
to my mother, I believe flie is at 
prefent in the field, as I, fome little 
time fince, faw her carriage waiting; 
and it is more than probable that, at 
this moment, (he is with Mrs. Ar- 
nold in the General's tent, where we 
are all requefted to affemble prior to 
dinner, for which preparations are 
already begun." 

They now haftened to join Mrs* 
Doringfield, whofe pride h^d re- 
ceived the unfpeakable gratification 
of hearing, from the lips of Sir 
Granby Darcy A that in a few days 
d 6 he 
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he hoped flic would falute her La* 
vinia as Lady Darcy. This deck* 
ration, made in the moft unequivo- 
cal terms, abfolutely intoxicated this 
ambitions woman with delight ; and, 
when Alicia joined her pa#y f flic 
appeared to regard he* with more 
than her ufual indifference and inafc-> 
tent ion. 

On cantering the tent, in which 
they were tp wait th6 fignal for din* 
her, to be announced by the military 
band, Alicia obferved Mrs. Arnold 
in converfitiop with a very cfcganft 
woman, in whofe fipe> countenance 
and graceful manners fh$ thought 
five beheld a ftrifcing rcfembhjace 

to 
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A> Her Henry, and concluded It 
could be no x>thex than Lady. Cecilia 
Fortefcue. She was accompanied 
by a lovely young woman of about 
fcventeen; who appeared infinitely 
pleafing ; the poffefled a majeftit 
graceful aipexft, a fine Height, and 
the moft expreflive eyes ; whilft her 
dimpled mouth and fmjling counte- 
nance fhewed freedom and mddefty 
fweetly blended together.. Nor did 
the exterior' of this charming girl 
make ainjr ^promife ? bu{ iwhat he* 
mind fdfilkdj fhe pofl&Ted a dif* 
petition conffant, ferehe, and gene* 
rous } *o> which , was united the moll 
$ vea temper; and arinmd xukivaied 
by all'the polifh of a^world to whieH 

(he 
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ihe had been early introduced, <4fc 
account of her refiderice abroad. 

Alicia turned, to Mr; Neville to 
inquire if her conje&ures refpe&ing 
the' ladies were well founded ; but 
he Jiad quitted her fide; and at the 
fame moment (he obferved him join 
the little group, who now riveted 
her attention. After a fliort conver- 
fation, (he beheld the eyes of alf were 
fixed with eagernefs on her ; and her 
heart beat with pleafure when fhe 
* faw them rife and approach towards 
that part of the tent (he was m.»— 
Lady Cecilia, with all that cafy con- 
defcenfion of manner fo peculiarly 
her owp r taking the trembling 'hand 

of 
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dF our heroine, faid, if I am ever 
pleafed to gratify the reafonable 
wiflies of my children ; and Olivia, 
from the accounts which (he has rc r 
ceived of you, Mifs Arundel, both 
from my nephew and her brother, 
is molt anxious to be admitted to 
the number of your friends. Will 
you, my dear, through the piedium 
of Henry Neville, allow both mo- 
ther and daughter to be entered on 
fo diftinguifhed a list ?" . The 
graceful girl replied, with modeft 
diffidence, that the_ honour of her 
Lady (hip's notice, and the friend- 
(hip Mifs Fortefcue had fo kindly 
proffered, could not fail to render 
her, truly grateful j her only fear 

originated 
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originated in the idea, that, on a 
more intimate acquaintance, the La- 
dies would difcover fhe was more 
indebted to the partiality of her 
friends, than to any merit of her 
own, for the happinefs of an intro- 
duction,, from which (he could not 
fail of- receiving both honour and 
pleafure. Then turning to Olivia, 
fhe continued, " Does Mifs For- 
t^fcue ratify the offer of friendfhip fo 
kindly made by Lady Cecilia 
The fweet girl' took her hand, and 
replied with ap animated air, " I 
have learnt of my dear mother to be 
fincero ; and, I can aflure you, few 
circurtiftances will afford me more 
gratification than to be regarded with 

affec- 
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afie&ion by one I have been already 
taught to love, and to whofe favour 
• i hope foon to gain additional ties." 

Alicia fweetly thanked her new 
friend, while the blufh of delight, 
occafioned by the hint refpefting 
her prefent fituation with Henry, 
mantled to her cheek. The Band 
now fummoned them to the grove* 
in which the collation was fpread 3 
and Lady Cecilia, taking an arm of 
Alicia, kindly faid (he (hould not 
part with ber again during the day, 
and that (he muft join with her Mr&. 
Arnold's party, at whdfc table ftie 
engaged to dine. Fortefcue un- 
dertook to apologize to Mrs. Do- 
ringfield's group, who, attended by 

half 
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half an hundred beaus, were already 
feated, regardieis, of the abfent Mifs 
Arundeh Alicia was placed be- 
tween her Ladyfhip and Henry, dur- 
ing Jinner, .which was ferved with 
every luxuriant delicacy art and na- 
ture could produce, to mark the li- 
beral niihd and elegant tafte of Ge T 
jieral and Mrs. Arnold. They had 
taken this opportunity of returning 
the civilities which had been paid to 
Jhem by an agreeable and hofpitable 
neighbourhood during their conti* 
nuance in a county they were now 
on the point of quitting; as the com- 
mand the General held was trans- 
ferred to one of more importance in 
a diftant part of England. 

Lady * 
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Lady Cecilia gratified the ear of 
the delighted Henry with warm 
commendations on his choice; tell- 
ing him, as it wa& her intention to 
have Alicia and Olivia as much as 
poffible together, prior to that time 
when he would ^monopolize her to 
himfelf, it would, for form's fake, 
be neceflafy Mrs. Doringfield and 
her daughter fhould be preferred to 
her ; flie therefore requefted he 
would bring theip together before 
the company fcparated. Neville was 
mueh pleafed by this defire, which 
evinced fo much confideration for 
his adored Alicia ; and his heart 
grafped at the flattering hope, that, 
through the interpofition^of this kind 

aunt. 
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aunt, his mother might be induced 
to receive a daughter-in-law faric- 
tioned by her protection. At leaftr, 
he was very certain nothing would 
be left undone, on the part of Lady- 
Cecilia, to bring about fo wiih*d-for 
an event. 

Mrs. Doringfield was gratified by 
die notice of one fo highly refpe&ed 
n the neighbourhood ; for Heath* 
tide, when inhabited by its amiable 
pofleflbrs, was ftill the little court of 
the county, as her Ladyfhip regu* 
larly kept a public day* on which 
occafion all that could, contribute to 
the pleafure of any age was procured 
for the amufement of her guefts. 

The 
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The party now began to difperfe, 
and , Lady , Cecilia was among the 
firft who made the adieus* On tak- 
ing leave of her niece-eledl, flie again' 
renewed her kind aflurance of regard/ 
and promifed a fpeedy call at Alh- 
bourne. v Mifs Fortefcue, preffing 
her hand with the affe&ionate free- 
dom of fong-eftabliftied intimacy, 
told her, ihe fhould think the time 
tang before they again met. 

( 

Notwithftanding this had been a f 
cky of triumph to both mother and 
daughter, they could not conceal' 
their difpleafure. at a conduct fo 
marked by a peculiar degree of at- 
tention, as had been that of Lady; 

Cecilia 
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Cecilia and Mifs Fortefcue to Alicia* 
Sir Granby had left them to give 
orders for their departure, and Henry 
had attended his aunt to her carriage, 
by which means the Ladies were left 
alone ; when Lavinia, with a fneer 
of envy, obferved, that " Mifs 
Arundel poifeffed the flattering ta- 
lent of making herfelf particularly 
agreeable to old women and chil- 
dren." Alicia, who was fuperibr 
to a reply, rejoiced to fee the gentle- 
man approach ; and ' Sir Granby, 
feizing the hand of Lavinia, again 
placed her in the phaeton' which had 
brought her to the review. The 
kind-hearted and difinterefted For- 
tefcue, giving 4ip his own gratifica- 
tion 
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tion to that of his friend, once more 
undertook to efcort Mrs. Doring- 
field, that Henry and Alicia might 
again enjoy the fociety of each other. 

The worthy t fenfible Doringfield , 
had obferved the behaviour of Sir 
Granby to Lavinin; and, fearing 
flie was likely to fall into the fame 
fnare which had been fo fatal to her 
lifter, determined, the firft opportu* 
nity which might occur, to fpeak to 
the Baronet on the fubjeti: of his in - 
tentions* . 

Mrs. Doringfield did not think • 
proper that night to inform her huf- 
band of the fpkndid offer Lavinia 

had 
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had received, and intended to fur- 
prife him on the following day, 
when Sir Granby Darcy would him- 
felf claim of her ftepfather the fair 
hand of his deftined bride. 

The next morning inquiries were 
made, by the family of Bellevue, re- 
fpe&ing the health of the ladies * 
with an excufe for not makipg their 
perfonal appearance, as Lady Cecilia 
had requeued their attendance at 
Heathfide, to give her their opinion 
of fome improvements which had 
been made during her refidence 
abroatf. 

Th$ following day, Doringfield 

refolved 
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refolved to have fome converfation 
with thd Baronet; and, for that 
puipofe, he took the road he muft 
come, Ihould he be inclined to vifit 
Aftiboume. He had gone but a 
fhort diftance When he encountered 
the obje& of his purfuit, going, as 
he informed §im, to the parfonage, 
with the hope of prevailing on Mifs 
Dormer to take a drive with him in 
his curricle. Mr. Doringfield, giv- 
ing his horfe to one of thc\grooms, 
requefted he would favour him with 
his attention for a few minutes : he 
then, in a concife and plain manner, 
pointed out the impropriety of a 
young woman, in Lavinia's rank of 
life, being fingled out as an object 
VOL. II. e of 
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of notice by one in his fituation i 
and requefted that, in future, he 
would forbear to create hopes it was 
impoffible could ever be realized, 
and which would only ferve to make 
her miferable, arid to render her ridi- 
culous in the eyes of thofe with 
whom (he mull aflbciate. Doring- 
field would have continued, but 
was interrupted by the impatient Sir 
Granby, who, in a jargon of words 
nearly unintelligible, declared him- 
felf the honourable lover of La- 
vinia. 

4 

It is faid that the di&ionary of the 
Opera does not contain more than 
fix hundred words ; that of the fa- 

fhionable 
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fliionable and diffipated world has 
certainly nothing like the number, 
or why do its votaries, by adopting 
fo many ftrange terms, introduced, 
on 'all occafions, render themfelves 
hardly to be underftood by the lefs- 
enlightened auditors ? However, be- 
tween oaths and exclamations, Do- 
ringfield had at laft the pleafure of 
being allured he was on the point 
of being relieved fro#i the burden of 
a vain, headftrong girl, on whom 
afiedtion and advice were alike in- 
capable of making any laiting im- 
preffion ; and felt fenfations border- t 
ing on delight, that fhe would no 
longer remain a member of his fa- 
mily. 

e % On. 
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On their arrival at the parfonagc 
all was joy, rapture, and delight. 
After fome time paffed in fettling 
their future plans, Mr. Neville and 
Alicia entered from the garden ; and 
Sir Granty, with all the rapture of 
fuccefsful love, defired his friends 

• would give him joy on his, ap- 
proaching happinefs j at the fame 
time prefenting Lavinia as the future 
Lady Daicy. ^Mr. ^Neville affured 
them he fincerely wifhed them every 
felicity ; and, with an air of gallant- 
ry, faluted .the intended bride. Ali- 

^cia would have embraced Lavinia, 
but was checked by the diftant and 
fupercilious looks with which her 
affectionate congratulations were re- 
ceived. 



( 77 ) 

ceivecl. < The difdain fo vifible in 
hef ^manner was obferved with in- 
dignation by Henry, whole warm 
atad generous nature could not per- 
mit the objedl of his tendereft affec- 
tion for a moment to ,appear fubfer- 
vient to the fancied fuperiority of 
arrogance and folly; and, hurried 
on by the feelings of refentment, he 
for a moment forgot all thofe reafons 
which at prefent withheld him from 
making a public avowal of his in- 
tended union j and, feizing the hand 
of Mifs Arundel, which he preffed 
with rapture to his' lips, he exclaim- 
ed, " Allow your grateful Neville, 
my adored Alicia, in the prefence of 
thefe witnefles, to avow the tender- 
£ 3 nefs 
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nefs to which your virtue and your 

• beauty gave birth, from that Weft 
moment which firft preferred you to 
my fight !" The ladies were pene- 
trated with aftonifhment at this un- 
equivocal confirmation of all their 

• fears, and appeared incapable of 
framing any reply. Fortunately for 
Lavinia, Sir Granby, nearly as much 
iurprifed as herfelf, was attending to 
Henry, and did not obferve the tears 
of envy and malice which fell from 
the eyes of his intended bride. Hen- 
ry, by thus having candidly avowed 
fhe affedtion in which he gloried, 
thought he had fufficiently mortified 
the fupercilious vanity of the ladies. 

' Alas ! little could he forefee that the 

momentary. 
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momentary triumph he had fecufed 
to her unambitious heart would poi- 
fon many months of her future life, 
and be the occafion of the moft bit- 
ter anguilh to both I 

Alicia, in whofe generous bofom 
revenge had never found a tefuge, 
Was hurt at the method her Henry- 
had taken to announce the fplendid 
prolpedt which awaited her ; but, 
foon recovering from the embarraffi. 
ment into which ftie had been 
thrown by an explanation fb unex- 
pected, flie returned, with native 
dignity, the compliments of congra- 
tulation the common forms of po« 
litenefs forced from the deceitful 
£ 4 lips 



( 80 ) 

lips of Mrs. Doringfield and Lavi- 

« 

nia, who, like good managers, fore* . 
feeing an advantage to be gained, re* 
folved to counterfeit joy on the oo 
cafion, though very foreign from 
their hearts. 

Thofe who would thrive in ini- 
quity, fcorn to be the /laves of opi- 
nion, or to be flopped in tjhe pro- 
gpefs of their purfuit by the want of 
affumecT fincerity. For the fake 1 of 
her amiable and refpe&abje hufband^ 
Neville thanked her for >tfee gfipd 
wifhes fhe expreffed. Mr. faring- 
field, who had till now filently ob~ 
feryed the paffing fcene, with a 
father's fondnefs embraced and bleiT- 

ed 
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ed Alicia : Neville, with all the en- 
thttfiafm.fo natural .to his chara&er, 
caught the hand which clafped the 
white one of his love, exclaiming, 
" Yes, moft excellent of men, Goji 
will affuredly blefs the angel you 
have formed ! and it lhall be the 
whole ftudy of my life to render 
her happy, as fhe deferves#" x 

It was now fettled, that, in the 
courfe of the following week, Sir 
Granby fhould receive his bride 
from the hands of her father-in-law . 
The ceremony was to be performed 
at the parifh-church ; and, imme- 
diately after, the new-married pair, 
accompanied by Mrs. Doringfield, 
e 5 who 
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who received a very politejnvitation 
from Sir Granby, were to proceed 
to the fuperb houfe he poffeffed in 
Grofvenor Square. Mifs Arundel 
and Mr. Doringfield were alfo in- 
cluded in the invitation ; but many 
rcafons made them decline attending 
the bridal-party. 

Henry had flattered himfelf he 
ihould foon call, by the endearing 
name of wife, her who occupied the 
inmoft receffes of his heart; but a 
letter which he received from his 
mother forbade at prefent a poffibi- 
lity of the much-defired event tak- 
ing place ; for the affedtion he had 
ever felt for his brother precluded 

the 
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the poflibility of fccuring his own 
blifs, at the moment when one fo 
dear was hourly expe&ed tor deliver 
up his laft accounts at the awful tri- 
bunal of his God. Alicia felt real 
concern at the near profpedl there 
appeared of the Earl's diflblution: 
nor did the exalted rank and im- 
ipenfe fortune which by this event 
muft devolve to Henry, impart one 
gleam of pleafure to a mind which - 
was fuperior to every diltindtion but 
the happinefs fhe derived from the 
intfeafing tendemefs of her Neville. 
She even felt a degree of repugnance 
at the idea of his ever lofing that 
appellation under "which ftxe had 
firfl known and" loved his virtues. 

e 6 She 
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She alfo thought of her dear little 
Lydia, who, by the deceafe of Lord 
Qrjnington* would indeed become 
an orphan ; and fhe hoped that, in 
die filent hours of meditation which 
the near approach of death muft 
bring to every confcious guilty mind, 
that the thoughtlefs father would 
remember he had a child, the pledge 
of love from her whofe fpirit he 
would fliortly meet in another world; ■ 
and that the only reftitution now in 
his power to make, for having, by 
his fedudtion and defertipn, caufed 
the unfufpe&ing vi&im of his 
crimes and her own weaknefs, to fink 
inter t]je filent grave, the only refuge 
from the flxacne and forrow his 
8 cruelty 
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cruelty had brought upon her, would 
be to recommend th the protection 
of his family the innocent little be- 
ing to whom he had given life. 
She trufted the goodhefs of the Al- 
mighty would awaken a repentance 
in his heart, and graiit him time to 
make his peace with an offended 
God* 

Many and long were the convet- 
fations held with Neville on a fubjedt 
fo interesting to both; and fhe, 
with delight, heard him declare* 
that fliould his brother omit to pro- 
vide an independence for his child, 
flije fhould be confidered as a daugh- 
ter by him; and, he doubted not, 

his 
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his adored Alicia would ever regard 
her with maternal affe&ion, the in- 
teitfting child, who appeared, by 
invifible inftindt, to have thrown hcr- 
felf upon that protedtion from which 
fhe had already derived fuch num- 
berlefs advantages. 

A note from Lady Cecilia For r 
tefcue announced the intentions of her- 
felf and Mifs Fortefcue to take their 
tea that evening at the parfonage, 
and to make their perfonal congratula- 
tions to the family on the approach- 
ing marriage of Mifs Dormer. A 
polite reply was difpatched, expref- 
fiye of the pleafure the ladies would 
receive from the honour intended 

them. 
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them. They accordingly arrived % 
and the afternoon was pafled with 
much fatisfa&ion to all parties ; the 
gentlemen from Bellevue attended 
Lady Cecilia. A great part of the 
evening was occupied by mufic, 
which was propofed by Neville, to 
convince his aunt that the accom- 
plifhments of Alicia were of the firft 
clafs, and that in every way Ihe ex- 
celled moft of her fex ; he alfo 
prevailed on her to gratify them with 
a fight of fome drawings, which 
would have dbne hbnoUr to the hand 
of an artift ; and her ladyfliip could 
not refrain from exprefling the plea- 
sure flie felt from the happy pro- 
fpefi which awaited her favourite, 

when 



< 88 ) 

when united to a woman in all re- 
fpe&s fo perfect, and fo formed to 
conftitute the felicity of any man. 

Mrs. Doringfield, who did not 
receive much caufe'for hilarity in 
the vifible fuperiority difplayed by the 
modeft unaffuming Alicia, over the 
future Lady Darcy, propofed cards. 
Lady Cecilia replied; " I think, 
my dear madam, in fuch fociety as 
the present, we can eafily difpenfe 
with an amufement which idlenefs 
and ignorance have rendered necef- 
fary. ' In my opinion, cards are 
only ufeful in thofe parties which] 
neither know how to think nor how 
to converfe ; I fpeak this in the ge- 
neral 
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neral way ; at the fame time, I of* 
ten play, and am willing to do fo at 
this moment, if agreeable to you." 
— " But does not your htfyfhip," 
returned Mrs. Doringfield, " find 
them very great auxiliaries in mixed 
foci^ties ? In my opinion, always 
/peaking is as fatiguing as always 
playing: for my own part, I hate thofe 
companies in which we are only al« 
lowed to litter bon mots." 

TJie coftv«rfation was put an en4 
to, by the entrance of a fervant, wjio 
faidi OA? of the grootfis from th* 
caftle . h^d brought a letter, which* 
had jufl; arrived expfefs from Brif- 
tol, and wfts ordered to N be imme- 
diately 
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diately forwarded fhould Mrs. Ne- 
ville be from home. The agitated 
Henry haftily took the packet, which 
his heart told him conveyed the m-^ 
formation that his brother no longer 
exifted ; an intelligence the black 
feal and fuperfcription of the letter 
too fatally confirmed ; and, with 
fenfations of unutterable fortow, ht 
read, the long expected, though af- 
flicting accounts, which Lord Gif- 
ford, as 51 friend of the family, had 
undertaken to tranfmit j that he was 
now become Earl of Ormtngton, 
his brother having departed this life 
on the day his lordfhip wrote. He 
requeftedj in the name of the Coiin- 
tefs, that Heniy would immediately 

fet 
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fet off for the Hot Wells, to give 
his orders respecting the neceffary 
preparations for the removal of the 
body to the caftle, where, it was her 
ladyfhip's wifh, it fliould lay in 
ftate forne* days previous to inter- 
ment : and he s concluded his letter 
with many compliments of cqndo- 
lance, on the melancholy occafion 
which had thus unfortunately been 
the means of introducing them to 
each other ; and every offer of fer* 
vice'in his power which could eyince 
the fhaue both his lordfhip and his 
family iook in the prefent affii&ing 
event. He added, both Lady Gif r 
ford and his daughters woul4 attend 
their dear friend, with, unceafing at- 
tention^ 
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In that one point, if I didadl the he- 
roine, I muft cpnfefs it would be with 
a coward's heart/' 

Lady Cecilia entering the room 
to fpeak to her nephew, heard the 
la^ft f fentence uttered by Alicia ; 
and, tenderly embracing both, . 
joined their hands, faying, " Ami- 
able children ! the ' union of virtue, 
and fentiments fuch as thefe, muft 
form, between you, eternal bonds, 
which death alone can tear afunder. 
They will hereafter teach you to be 
a reciprocal confolation to each other 
in the day of sorrow ; for human 
nature does not allow all our time to 
be paffed in ferenehappinefs. How- 
ever, 
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felt at a reparation which, though 
fo fhort in itfelf, would appear an 
age to him, with tears trembling 
in her eyes, Ihe replied, " I truft, 
my beloved Henry will ever find in 
his Alicia a help-mate, not an in- 
cumbrance ! for never fliall hk dif- 
trefs be augmented by the fear that 
I fliall fink under afflidtion : be af- 
fured that , I have fortitude to bear 
the ills of life, as well as patience 
to endure its common provocations. 
Trials muft occur even to the hap- 
pieft i it it the part of reafon and 
religion to mitigate their feverity; 
and my philofophy will fupport 
every thing which can occur unlefs 
it were the lofs of your affe<5tion. 

In 



" Adieu, my only love, my idolized 
wife ! let the reflection that, when 
we meet again, it will be to part no 
more, foothe us in the hour of fe- 
• paration ; and be affured, that no- 
thing but the duty I owe an afflict- 
ed mother ftiould, even for a day, 
tear me from you, till I could pre- 
fent you to a family of which you 
will (hortly become the mbft dif- 
tinguilhed ornament/* 

After a thoufand promifes of 
fpeedily rejoining her, the party fet 

off on their return to Bellevue ; and, 

-» 

in lefs than two hours; the amiable, 
the affectionate Henty, had com- 
menced his journey to the Hot Wells. 

It 
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It is now time wc fliould revert to 
fome franfadions which, during thp 
laft moments of the, late Earl *s life, 
had taken, place at Briftol ; for 
\vhich reafon we will beg leave to 
return to that period when the mafly 
gates of Belle v^e Catfle opened to 
let through them the (hadow of the 
nineteenth Earl of Ormington, who f 
reclined on a bed, and, attended by 
Mrs, Parker the houfekeeper, who 
had formerly been his Lord/hip's 
nurfc, and his own valet, moved on 
,»t a very flow pace ; but we fhall 
le^ve the Utter in which the emaciated 
.fram^pf the poor invalid was placed, 
jfnd accompany, with more e^pc- 
dkjpn, j^iis augtift mother, who, at 
. vol. ii. f every 
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every inn where flie flopped to 
change horfes, announced to the 
landlord at what hour he might ex- 
pert her fon, giving, at the fame 
time, proper orders for his reception. 4 

On the evening of the fecond day 
her llately ladyfhip arrived at Clif- 
ton, the houfe-fteward having pre- 
ceded the family, had already pre- 
pared one of the beft houfes on that 
• enchanting fpot j and as foon as (he 
entered the drawing-room, her firft 
inquiry was, what company ? that 
is to fay, what perfons of fafhion 
were then at the Wells ? A lift of 
arrivals was fpeedily procured, and, 
to her great joy, fhe read the names 

of 
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of the Earl and Coufttefs of Gifford 
with their family 5 a card was in* 
ftantly difpatched, couched in the 
following terms : 

* 4 Lady Ormington prefents 
compliments to Lord and Lady 
Gifford ; it is witfe much pkafurc 
fhe has juft: received the inform- 
ation of their i being at prefent at 
the Wells, and flatters herfelf Ihe 
fhall be favoured with an early call. 
Lord Ormington, who is rather an 
invalid i has been ordered by his phy- 
ficiahs to try the effedts of the Brif- 
tol Waters, and will, on his arrival, be 
happy to find he is likely to enjoy 
the Society of Lord GifFord *s family/ 1 

f % Frcim 
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From the time his lordfhip had 
received the laft accounts from Belle- 
vue, he had given up all thoughts 
of Lady Georgiana Crawford ever 
becoming the bride of the prefent 
Earl; but, as he was an excellent 
calculator, a hint in Lady Orming- 
ton's letter had pointed out to him 
that her ladyfhip had two firings to 
her bow, and Mr, Neville was a 
good i collateral fecurity for the peer- 
age, and, if his daughter did but 
become a Countefs, it was of little 
confequence to him by whom ths* 
honour was conferred . 

A reply was foorjt returned to 
Lady Ormington's note j for it feldom 

took 
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took his lordftrip much time to- deter- 
mine what would and what would 
not be for his own advantage ; that 
he would have the honour of making 
his perfonal inquiries after the health 
of the Countefs in the courfe of 
the evening ; during that time, he 
called a CSabinet-council with the* 
ladies* whether it would be proper 
for them to be of the party ; how- 
ever, from the firft interview, Ute^a- 
titty the Countcfs begged to be ex- 
cufed, fo did Lady Sufan, Lady 
Rebecca, and Lady Flore, all but 
the lively Georgiana, who declared 
Jhe longed to fee her future mama ; 
this was, however, over-ruled by 
the higher powers, left her prefence x 
i g would, 
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would, in all probability, interrupt 
the definitive treaty from being par- 
ticularly entered upon ; and, as his 
little Lordfllip, after a vifit of two 
Jiotirs, left the Countefs in as high 
glee, it may be reafonably fuppofed 
that it had been finally fettled that 
Lady Georgiana was to become the 
future Countefs of Ormington. 

* "Two days after, the poof inva- 
lid reached * Clifton, and was fup- 
pcited between two perfdns to 
his apartment. His mother • was 
greatly fhocked- when (he faw 
his emaciated; figure, the journey 
having' reduced his (battered frame 
to alinoft infantine weaknefs, and 
; he 
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lie now tottered on the brink of eter- 
nity. The. moil eminent of the me- 
dical tribe then at the Wells, gave 
it as their opinion, that he might 
furvive two or three weeks, or, pof- 
fibly, not fo many d&ys., 

Her ladyfhip was ele&rified with 
horror on hearing pronounced fo 
awful a fentence; even pride, for 
a while, deferted her breaft, and fhc 
felt as a mother for the irremediable 
lofs (he was about to fuftain. She 
now difcovered that £he loved him 
as a fon, whom fhe was foon to 
lofe for ever: fhe feldom quitted 
his bed fide, and adminiftered every 
medicine ; but yet could not divert 
F 4 herfelf 
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herfelf of hope, even when be wa^ 
given over by the faculty. , 

During that night he had flept 
fome hours, and awoke much re- 
frefhed : he had, on the preceding 
evening, attempted to hold fome 
converfation with her Ladyfliip, but 
his voice Was too low for articula- 
tion ; he could only prefs her hand 
to his panting heart ; but the next day 
found him quite a different being, his 
hollow eyes emitted a faint gleam 
ctf their former luftre, and the hectic 
glow of his fimk cheek almoft gave 
a promife of returning health. He 
again put the hand of his mother to 
his pale lips ; he thanked her for all" 
her tender attention to him ; — 44 and 

you, 
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you, ifty good Pkrker," turning to 
the old houfekeeper, 44 how can I 
ever fufficiently acknowledge my 
obligations to you - 4 4 Blefs mef r 
my dear Lord, what occafion for 
all this profufion of gratitude ?— 
She is my fervant, and it is her 
duty to " — 44 Stop, my deareft mo- 
ther! you know not the nature of 
my gratitude to this worthy crea* 
ture ; leave us, my good woman ; I 
,wifh to have fome private converfa* 
tion with your Lady." — 44 My dear 
George, do not exert * yourfelf fp 
much ; the phyficians will foon be 
here, and will be agreeably fur- 
prized to find fo evident an amend- 
ment ia their patient." — cl Oh ! my 
f 5 dcaieft 
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deareft madam, I have that on my 
mind which, to impart to you, will 
be the only relief I can now receive. 
Poor Mifs Dormer I what have I 
not to anfwer for, when I refledt 
on the fedu6tion of that lovely and 
once innocent girl \ My heart tells 
me I was her murderer ; for did I 
not bafely abufe her confidence, and 
bring fhameand remorfe on her head 
who might, but for me, have been, 
at this moment, the delight and or- 
nament of her family? My child 
too !— but you will, I know you will, 
promife your repentant dying fon, 
— for, oh my deafeft mother I do 
not flatter yourfelf that I fhail re- 
cover!— -to be * parent to my in- 
nocent 
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noccnt little girl ; love* her for my 
fake when I fliall be up more/'— » 
My dear fon," replied Lady Or- 
mington, " you may. depend on my 
fulfilling your requeft ; but you 
havfe the confolation of reflecting, 
that the girl and her vain mother 
were much more to blame than 
yourfelf i they wanted to draw you 
into their net, but found themfclves 
entangled in the web thfy had fpread 
for you. Indeed, my Lord, you 
are too ferious ; you muft not think 
of pa£ tranfadtions, they will re- 
tard your recovery* I believe that 
Parker has been canting to you, 
though my laft orders to her were, 
Ihe fhould endeavour, as much as 
f 6 , lay 
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lay in her poifr'er, to keep Up y«if 
fpirits, and not get into the deplora- 
fcles, as (he k apt to do, if once fuf* 
fered to prate. I wonder what bu- 
finefs fervants have to preach? I 
think it is mighty impertinent, and 
fhall reprimand her folly 

" My dear mother, you miift not 
blame her ; the leffons (he gave were 
for my eterndl welfare. I have betfn 
happier, believe me, fince convinced 
that a truly repenting finner may find 
mercy with his God. It is that com- 
fort which has renovated my ftrength* 
What a miferable creature, at this 
fad hour, fliould I be, deprived of 
this cheering way. What is pomp* 
a grandeur, 
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grandeur, 6r the pride of birth? 
Can it fave me a moment from the 
grave, /orbeput in cempetitioft with 
the hope that is held out to us ?** 
His breath was almoft gone, and 
Parker, at the moment, entered with 
fome fago; for the good creature 
feared her Lord was exhaufted by 
fo long a converfation. 

The phyficians foon made their , 
appearance, and each taking a hand, 
writing a prefcription, and pocket- 
ing his fee, making the nioft obfe- ' 
quious bows, followed the Countefs 
to the drawing-room. To, her Lk- 
dy(hip*s inquiries refpe&ing her 
foil's ftate, and dbfeirvation that (he 

thought - 
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thought him much better, they 
fliook their fagacious heads, declar- 
ing, with much folemnity, it was 
a moft flattering complaint ; but 
that his LovH'V;-; Jn<j youth on his 
f:Jr ; c.,\: t \'\ </;•.> iif- :Wnc 

Thus paffed on hours., days, and 
weeks : but the blow, though fuf- 
pended, was not put alide ; for, at 
the end of the month, after his ar- 
rival at Briftol, the Earl of Orming- 
ton refigned his life, we hope and 
trull fpr a better. He majje a will 
the day before his dece^ie, by which 
he bequeathed five thoufand pounds 
to his little Lydia, oqc thoufand to 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Doringfield, and five hundred 
pounds to Lavinia, as a fmall com- 
pensation for the fhame his conduit 
bad brought on their family. 

Henry, on his arrival, poured, the 
balm of foothing confolatiou uito 
the bofom of his really afflidied 
mother, who appeared moil fenfibly 
to feel the ftroke which had divided 
her from her darling fon; and he 
affectionately requefted Ihe would 
go to her houfe in town whilft the 
laft mournful ceremonies were paff- 
ing at Bellevue, To witnefs them 
would be more than her agitated 
fpirits ' could now fupporti. Her 
Ladyfhip, whofe paffions were vio- 
lent 
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lent on every occafion, now appear* 
%d to refign her whole foul to the 
dominion of grief ; lhe f however, 
agreed to his propofal ; and, as the 
Gifford family were on the point of 
leaving Briftol, fhe fettled it to ac- 
company them to town ; and Henry 
faw her commence her journey on 
the very morning he followed the 
hearfe which conveyed his brother 
to the maufoleum of his ancefc 
tors. 

During the time lie had been ab* 
fent, the marriage of Sir Granby 
Darcy and Lavinia had taken place, 
t)f which event his Alicia had in- 
formed him; for, during the few 

days 
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days of abfence, frequent had been . 
the interchange of letters, which 
breathed the very foul of that affec- 
tion with which their hearts over* 
flowed. 

As the family of Mr. Doringfield 
had been immediately informed of 
the bequeft made to them in the will 
of the late Earl, the ceremony had 
been performed, out of refpeft to 
his memory, as pri vatcfy as peffifelc ; 
and now that the little Lydia had 
been thus publicly acknowledged by 
her noble dying father, and a gen- 
teel independence fecured to her, (he 
became of a fudden as muchcareflcd 
Jft flifc before had been negleded 

by 
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by her unprincipled grandmother 
and vain ambitious aunt, who, now 
that flic had found other protestors 
in the family of her repentant fa- 
ther, was become of fuch vaft con- 
fequence to the two ladies, that they 
both declared they found it impof- 
fible to leave the dear child behind, 
and would therefore take her with 
them to London. 

Very much againft the inclination 
of Mr. Doringfield and Mifs Arun T 
del, they beheld the fweet child, fill 
the fourth feat in a fuperb new tra- 
velling coach of Sir Granby Dar- 
cy ; while the female attendants of 
ker new-made Lady (hip and her 

gratified 
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gratified mother followed in a poft* 
chaife equally elegant. On taking 
leave of Mifs Arundel with every 
appearance of fincerity, they wifhed 
her happinefs might be fpeedily fe- 
cured ; and they promifed to return 
to Afhbourne on the firft fummons 
they (hould receive^ to witnefs he* 
becoming Countefs of Ormington, 
Neither Alicia nor her guardian re- 
gretted their departure, and the mo- 
ments glided on with ferenity and 
cheerfulnefs. . * 

The comfortable little party at 
the parfbnage was moft days en- 
livened by an addition to their fociety 
in the prefence of Lady Cecilia For- 

tefcue 
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tefcuc and her engaging daughter, 
who, on a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with their future relation, hacj 
become moft tenderly attached to 
her. 

They were now removed from 
Bellevue caftte tpe their own houfe, 
which had been for fome time undef 
repair, a circumfiance which had 
©ccafioncd their viiit at the caftk$ 
but, now that alt the long projected 
improvements had beea completed * 
to the joy of the furrounding neigh- 
bourhood, they once more took up 
their refidence at Heathfide. It be- 
ing very near to Afhbaurne, they 
made daily calls at the parfonage. 

One 
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One morning, this charming 
woman appeared in -more than her 
ordinary flow of fpirits ; and Iho 
foon accounted for her vivacity, by 
informing Alicia, that a gentleman^ 
with whom they became acquainted 
during their flay at -Nice, had pro- 
pofed for her Olivia; and, as it 
was a moil definable connexion, (he 
had fandtioned his pretentions by her 
entire approbation j " and," added 
Ihe, looking at the fweet gid, 44 I 
have much reafon to believe, your 
fly little friend did not wait for my 
confent to place her heart in the 
keeping of Lord Rufborough. Be- 
fides, it is more than -probable that 
•both my dear girls may refign their 

liberty 
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liberty on the fame day/ 1 — u But 
your Ladyfliip muft recoiled," re^ 
turned Alicia, M we muft not tax 
the patience of Olivia and Lord 
Rufborough by delaying their mar* 
riage till that of Mr. Neville can 
take place, A late melancholy 
event muft, for fome time, preclude 
fuch a termination 1 to our adven- 
tures."—" Why, my love, do you 
perfift in calling your lover by his 
name, and refufe to recognize him 
by a title,' which, owing to thfe 
death of poor George, is irtdif- 
putably his right ;?*^- 44 Ah/ my 
dear madam ! that beloved name by 
which I firft knew him, will ever 
be dearef to my heart than any title, 

however 
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however exalted ; and fincerely do I 
wilh the late Earl yet lived, and my 
Henry was ftill a younger brother ! for, 
it is his rank I dread t left it fhould 
be the occafion of frefli, obftacles, in 
the breaft of the Countefs, to the 
marriage of him who is now become 
the fole fupport of an illuftrious 
houfe." — 44 Has his increafe of 
rank already rendered him lefs ami- 
able in himfelf, or lefs tender to- 
wards you ?" — Oh f no/ 3 faid 
(he, in a tone of animated delighr, 
14 fye is, indeed, all tlie fondeft 
heart could wifh ; and I have only 
to regret I am not more worthy of 
the flattering diftindlion by which 

he honours me."—, 44 Indeed, my 

f weet 
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fweet gkl, it muft be the opinion 
of all who are acquainted wkh your 
merits that you are formed to con- 
ititute the happinefs of each other ; 
and my nephew mud derive addi- 
tional fplendour from his rank, when 
ihared with one fo confpicuoufly 
amiable/ 1 They were foon after 
joined by Mr, Doringfield, who 
had fpent the greateff part of his 
time at Bellevue in arranging fome 
papers, which, at the requeft of his 
young friend, .he had undertaken 
to look over ; as alfo to fee that 
preparations were made for the re- 
ception of the inanimate remains of 
its late Lord, with all the pomp of 
.funeral fplendour. 
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He informed the Ladiesf the Earl 
had defired Hirri to meefthe procef- 
fion twenty miles from the ckftlc oh 
the following day ; it wds (intended 
the* coirpfe fhoufcf ' lie in . ftaFe 'two 
'days, 'after which It was tolSe cewi- 
%ned M *b : that fmaH fpac6, %he laft 
<Tfefid«rce we take poiTeflk)!i ^ -and 
•Which is allied the allotted portidn of 
'king>afcfl beggars.- ; - 

«<;.W«>TfcaH } then ! foon -%a« be 
-fcajjpy 16 the fociety of liiy-Lord !*' 
laid AliSia, fmiling at Lacfy Cecilia, 
*s 3 fffe f©t the ifirft time jV p£orieunced 
V-titlcf," Whteh } ih ?he eyes ot moft 
yduirtg $om£ti aWiddP^vfe Bad fo 
Imatfy ehirrtis. T Her Ladyfhip inquired 
' - Wt.u. . ^ ^ why 
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[ifay. flie laid 9, qh. my 
:ljtrd& " Qecau&, " rptmne4 with 
^ a* ^gaiety, * ( ^tCMft.-be> reajjy 

" J£o, ypp. kn*w». my 
&4 % I^yfliip, " t&f flffflge nfayt 
«f[mi^ l|a$ qo?jeej«ed aft uaftcfc©««i*- 
sfcje tq the ra»J* wki&iimte 

bet I An4 £ rRally bstfsve. Mfiwy 
will have fome trpt&lp. tg {ffg^ron 
the unambitious- Alicia to become a 

my b^flve4>au£t r figf* yjou, gefr 
mjt qic afr$aay to <;<mflder .mjtfetf; a? 
fceNgWg ypur family, tfftt. J 
ItfpuloV weje <J}? cjxqwe, ;i»my qv^i 
fpweft pisferj beiog tfa* ofi my 

:0 fluted 
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exakedi rank can heftow 5 perhaps 
.this tafte proceeds from- the fame 
humble way of thinking, which 
makes me prefer a bed of fimple cob* 
tags flpweys to the. higheft cultivated 
.partesres, and the foil found of the 
ilut& to the crafh of trumpets and 
cj&mbals.* but fureiy yourLadyihip 
cannot deem me free from the ixto& 
ambitious ideas, when I declare, that 
to he acknowledged as. the. favoared 
obj^ft oCjour approbation, ^x\d {he 
fi^end of QHyia^ wilievqr 
be oneiof the higheft wiihes pf jpttJX 
gs#c£uj y happy \&id*V\ 

{fett^i in: flaming kms <?£ iutuxc 
g a happinefs, 
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happiriefs, wheh they ftiduld be ftill 
more clofely united by family con- 
nexion, than by the ties of friend- 
fhip which had already bound its 
filken cords around hearts fo formed 
in fimilarity of tafte and virtue; to 
harmonize with each other in every 
varying fcene this tranfitory world 
affords. 

On the day appointed the mourn- 
ful cavalcade reached the caftle, 
where the richly ornamented coffin, 
covered with crimfon velvet, and 
plated -with gold, was exhibited to a 
furrounding multitude, who* pleafed 
with the pageantry of woe, filled the 
apartments, which, hung with black 

cloth, 
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cloth, and lighted with a profufion of 
wax candles, excluded the light of 
heaven from the chamber of death. 

Henry beheld all this pomp with 
fentiments bordering on aflonifli- 
ment, ^iat it could enter the wiftxes 
of any enlightened mind, to exhibit, 
as a fight worthy the attention ofjp 
rational being, a moment fo ftriking 
of our own infiguificance, as the rich 
coffin which contained the moulder- 
ing remains of a fellow-creature ; but 
it was the orders of the Countefs 
herfelf, who, even in the very firft 
moments of her forrow, did not for- 
get to order that the funeral fliould 

* ■ » .*■ 

be cqncludted with the moil fplendid 
g 3 mag- 
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irragmficence ; a fiote, in which thfe 
tendered fentiments were exp*eiled, 
announcing to his Alicia the arrival 
of her Lord at the caftle ; but ar- 
dently as he longed to p?efs her to 
his fond heart, the forms of cuftoft* 
muft be complied with, and Ifcey 
loudly forbid him from appearing* 
#§&but the caftle walls, tit! the laAf 
awful ^eremdny had configned thaf* 
brother, whofe l6f« he truly tooumed, 
to the family maufeteutti, that filers 
r€p6&tdty of honours and hereditary 
<^ftki€tions. 

^oittfdife, wJ* a difittterefted 
riafeknefe of conduct which ever 
marked the fuperiority of his truly^ 
r Virtuous 
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vttttious fpirit, 'had, "during tliofe- 
days which fepaVated !he iovers, 
though within a fhort ride of each 
other, constantly been a daify" 
vifrtbr at the parfonage, to fatbfy 
the anxious inquiries of both re- 
fpe&ing the health of each other. 
Oh his firft introduaion he had 
drank large draughts of love ; Mifs 
Arundel was all he could have wiflu 
ed in a wife, and the fervent plea* 
fate with which he Hfterfed to he* 
tfcoft indifferent conversion, the 
fighs which ilrtcautioufly efcaped. 
hivn, his frequent abftradions, tod 
plainly pointed out that his heart had 
fatten the Yl&tfri to the uriaflumihg 
virtues., and unobtrufive graces en** 
c A. (hrined 
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fhrined in a form fo lovely. Yet, 
as the affianced bride of his coufin, 
the friend to whom from childhood 
he had been attached, did the manly , 
fenfible, and fafcinating Fortefcue 
now refign her : her future happiriefs 
was as dear to hinx as that of his 
beloved fifter j for never did he har- 
bour a thought of invading the fa- 
cred lights of his friend, nor tempt 
the fidelity of a heart devoted to 
another. On thefe thoughts he Seal- 
ed his lips; he contemplated them 
alone, and alone acquired that *£elf* 
command which reftrained the effu- 
fions of a paflion, pure, generous, 
and fincere. His mother, to whom, 
in defiance of his caution, every fen- 

timent 
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timent of his foul had been difcover- 
ed, fecretly regretted that he had not 
beheld the objedt of his firft choice, 
until - it was too late to make her his 
for ever. As matters were now fitu- 
ated, fhe forbore to mention it even 
by & hint, as £he well knew the 
knowledge of her having penetrated 
through his concealments, would 
only ferve to increafe his uneafinefs, 
by their becoming the fubje£t of 
converfation. 

On the morning after the funeral, 
Lord Ormington had once more the 
tranfport to be re-united to his Ali- 
cia ; his fable garments conveyed, an 
indefcribable intereft to his features % 
g 5 and 
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and never before had he appeared to, 
captivated to her partial eye. — Ab- 
fence had augmented the fervour of 
paflion ; and the day was fpent with 
that unfpeakable delight, which thofe 
who have felt an affedtion fimilar to 
that which animated them can done 
conceive. He expreffed the higheft 
fatisfadtion at the affedtion his aunt 
entertained for her, and infinuated, 
that > few weeks only (hould now 
elapfe, before fhe muft be publicly 
announced to his mother as the future 
Countefs of Ormington.— 41 For,'* 
continued he, " foftened as her heart 
is at this moment by affli&ion, Z 
really believe that, as fhe loves me 
1vith fincerity, flie will not, by ufclefs 

opposition, 
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dp£ofitidn> torment me in the point 
moil eflefttial to my peace. Nothing; 
fliall be kft undone to obtain her 
confeht to my union, to whom, iitice 
l&e has been deprived of. her favour^ 
ke fon, I fed it doubly incumbent 
on me to behave with every mark 
of dutiful affeftion." 

The ineftimable Alicia encouraged 
him k his cocfideratioh for a {kw 
rent's happi«efs j add told him, fmil-j 
ing, that as ft* had never feen hirer 
look fo well as while his -eyes beam- 
ed with duty ta his mother, fhe 
Would feide the tnofetent to pot tke 
ftriithing ftroke to a miniature fte 
had began to fount of him. 44 Est* 
g 6 prefs 
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prcfc alfo, my adored Alicia. I" faid 
he, "the ardour of that paffion I 
feel for the angel, whofe precepts 
will give energy to every virtue of 
my foul. You, my tranquil love, 
though your virtues are too prudent, 
too reafonable and circunafpeft for 
the knowledge of a difpofition im- 
petuous as mine, have eftabliflaed 
fuch an empire in my heart, that I 
will ftrive to imitate your modera- 
tion ; and by obfervance of your 
wilhes, and obedience to your will, 
render myfelf more worthy of my 
own, my gentle Alicia, Lpvelieft 
and dcareftgirl! tell me then, that 
the w*ek after next ihall give you to 
my arms I Even fliould njy mother 

refufe 
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refufe her confent, and* intend to fa* 
crifice her fon to proud, fordid, and 
ambitious diftindions, I would de- 
fpife them all, and one fmile of yours 
would oyer pay me for a frowning 
world. — When bleft in the poffef- 
lion of your matchlefs worth, I lhaH 
embrace all that is generous, rich, 
and lovely !" 

Alicia promifed to accede, with a 
few amendments, to his wifhes ; and 
the Thurfday three weeks, it was, 
fixed, fhould behold her the happy 
bride of Lord Ormington. The. 
ceremony was to be performed by a 
fpecial licence, after which they pro- 
pofed proceeding to <town, accomi- 

panicd 
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pained by thfe family from Beathi 
fide, to endeavour to reconcile the 
dowagtr to the event, fhould flte 
exprefs any diflikc to her fon making 
his oWn etetfion, oh a point in tvhkh 
he Was certainly moft interested, 
How fliort, how fwiftly, did the 
hours of this happy day glide away f 
They took their tea in the. garden^ 
while Doringfield enjoyed the tran- 
fcendent felicity of thofe moft dear 
to him^ Alicia played dn the hatp> 
and accompanied it with the filv^r 
tones of her melodious voice* The 
foft light of a new moon, fhiaiagv 
with ferene and fiJeot aiajefty, eaft 
kt trembling rays ' on her lovely 1 
form, to which it apj^afed to .give A 

thoufand. 
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thouferid additional charips, and? 
warned Henry that he had feven 
miles to return, and muft tear him- 
felf from the idol of his foul. His 
horfes were ordered round, and they 
walked togethef to the little gate 
which opened from the garden to 
the road ; flie ftood fome minutes, 
her eyes fondly bent on the [form of 
her beloved Henry, which the friend- 
ly mpoh ftill prefented to her view, 
before he turned the angle of the 
lioad thatfhut out the parfonage from 
Kb eager gaze, he beheld her ftilL 
featting on the gate at wHicfrthey' 
had feparated ; and giving His hdrfe 
to the groom, he battened back once* 
more to repeat His adieus.— Why 

my 
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my Alicia do you remain alone, at 
this late hour, fo far from the houfe?" 
" I was not alone; your image is 
ever prefent to my fight : and could 
1 leave the fpot which yet prefented 
my Henry to the eyes of his Alicia?" 
Lord Ormington folded her with 
rapture to his heart* and in a tran- 
fport of tendernefs exclaimed, " A 
few days only fhall elapfe, ere I will 
fecure to myfelf the unreftrained li*. 
berty of enjoying, with my angel, 
the calm beauties of fuch a night as 
this ! When next that mild orb is at 
its prefent height, nothing but death 
will have the power of fnatching 
you from the circle of thefe fond 
arms I But, now let me entreat that 

my 
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my Alicia will return ! I cannot truft 
you to remain longer expofed to the 
evening damp ; remember, on the 
prefervation of that precious health; 
the life of your Ormington de* 
pendsT* 

What love, what confidence at that* 
moment beamed from the bright 
mirrors of Alicia's mind ! Over- 
whelmed with the moft pleafing 
emotions at the tendernefs of him 
who would fo foon become her huf- 
band, fhe. now affe&ionatejy bade 
him good night, -and returned to join 
her. venerabk friend at fupper. 

It is now time to follow tfre bridal 

party, 
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party, after a jotemey perforated 
with the livtJieft pteafufe by each, 
ia&vidual, arrived at the town 9t&» 
dtnet of Sk Granby Darcy in Gwf* 
venor -Square. Thfe magmlficfcfcee o£ 
this fplendidmanfion, abfolutely half, 
turned the vain heads of her new- 
lftade Ladyftip, and her equally 
foolifh mother. This lady, in heir 
own tftimatkwi, had acqtiined rn> 
firall portion of dignity by the btiU 
Kant elteHiil*«*efct h£r Lavinia had* 
beett fctftinate enough to fecbre. 
'tfhe family of 'Sir Granby Darcy 
hastened to vifit the Fair btide, an* 
xious to judg* <ef thofe tfhatdik. 1 
which had been powerful enough to 
oenvert one of the moft libertine 

' young 
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young men about town into a bene- 
dict ; and he had the gratification of 
hewing k was the decided opinion 
of 3jl/to whom fhe had been intro^ 
duced, that (he would be a perfe<ft 
comet in the hemifphere of fafhion. 
On the morning after his arrival in 
London, he drove her in his curricle 
the circuit of Bond Street, St. James's 
Street, anc^ Pall Mall ; where all hi* 
loijftging companions afiembled on 
the pavement, * unanimaufly Twore 
fhc was a ckvilifli *#ne woman, and 
even ftirpaflcd in fymmetry of form 
the divine lady-*— Oil the fucceeding* 
Thurfday her Ladyffiip was prefent- 
ed at the drawing-room by the 
Oountrfs of Bdlmont, a near relation 
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of. Sir Granby's,. and" there received 
the ftamp of faftiion, by the buz of 
approbation which followed her ap- 
pearance : her drefs and jewels were 
of the moll fplendid kind ; for no- 
thing which money could procure 
was omitted by Sir Gpanby to adorn 
the idol of his own creating j and 
when, from the window of their 
princely houfe, Mrs. Doringfield be- 
held the fuperb chair which convey- 
ed her really lovely daughter to St. 
James V preceded by three footmen 
in the richeft liveries, m her heart beat 
high with the uncontrouled tranfport 
of gratified ambition. 

The little Lydia, who at firft, with 

infantine 
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infantine delight, beheld all the pre- 
parations with wonder and aftonifli- 
ment, fbon began to tire at the fplen- 
dour^ which every where met her 
fight ; and conflantly inquired when 
(he fhould return to grandpapa and 
her dear Mifs Arundel. Her chief 
delight was in playing in the garden 
of the fquare; and one ? morning, as 
fhe was running up arid down th6 
gravel walks * accompanied by a fct- 
Yant who had been taken purpofeljl' 
to attend on her, Hie &w a beautiful 
little French dog, that was following 
a lady dreffed in deep mourhingjj 
the child ftooped to ftwke the pretty 
animal, who being a great favourite 
hirnfelf, had ever evinced a decided 

diOike 
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diflike to all his Lilipurian admirsrs, 
and, on her attempting to ftroke him> 
he began to fbew his difplcafure at 
the liberty, taken, by growliag and 
foappkig at her little fingers. The 
lady flopped on perceiving the en- 
counter which had taken place ; and 
being fbuck by the extoeme beauty 
of the child, who, from its being in 
the fquaie, (he imagined mull, belong 
to fome family of rank, condefcendr 
ed to alk where flie livedi and wb* 
was he? mama ? " I? Jive n&w," 
Jkidihe, " at that fmehoirife of 9i£ 
aunt's ; but I never had a mama ig 
my life." The l*4y fouled; m her 
innocent reply, and Lydiaiwntinwdg 
" Youx dcg, is very crojf$ j r I< wii& 

Mifs 
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Ajwmtet had him, fee wojdd 
&<?n tgach him to be,haye bette?;, for 
Ihe %s tt nobody Joy$s crofs, things. V 
—"That is jqihg goivernefe,. I ftip?- 
pofe, my love?" faid her new ac- 
qvafamm* whoj appeared: infinitely 
amtfftdi w&h the pmttlirtg: girli-^- 
;'*4»f,*fc!" ( fci4. foe, faking, her 
littte>k#*4\ . wkb. an r air: wifiion&s 
«-it. i*» ft vfi$y- -great fecmt, and y0» 
fi80#;nQfc i$Jl;it ta>any bod)* ; but J&c 
jf i^gfjingjo-be. a,i«ry grej&Ua«jy 
:ied<#A, a$i^reaf ; -a,«ae u my mute is 
(flotfcj i*nd ; I beiieye fclhalhgo and 
58Kb' bsii at the eaftJ«* for, I do 
4ftv* bea cfeftfjy ; r andI/fo tong; te.fte 
>l*r ^ftin, andifn^fdear MfrNevjife; 
iWbfi is .Yefl^gofld nature^, and toW 
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me, when he and Alicia were mat* 
ried I ftiould be their little girl,- and 
then (he would b$ tAy oWn dear 

•aunt, and he my uhclfc."' * — 

j< • * 

. The Counfefs of Ormington, #r 
it was indeed he;rfelf with whom the 
child had thus ftrahgely commenced 
an acquaintance, was' abfoliitety jte* 
triced with aftoniihrnent At the* va- 
riety of i^eas which at once fliflied 
on her cogVift-ion ; and 1 ttflrrtfe^ tt> 
the fervanl ftf Lydid; lvh& 7 fdltP*^d 
her young miftrefs, fhe defired°fb 
know to whom that? child belctagfcd* 
3f he young woman* \who had fcftiy 
beeh a few days iij' the fafWifift ? im- 
plied, that her grandjn&ma wttfc'a 

Mrs. 
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Mrs* Dwingfidd, who was, then ^oa 
^niifit |9 bar aewly inawried ckugk- 
ter Lady Darey ; and that fhe he- 
licved the child was then in mourn- 
ijg for her papa,* who, flic had 
(been ia&mmd, was^ccently dead. 

The idea of her loft fon now pre- 
Jented itfdf to her recolie&ion, with 
<ajl the fondncfs ihe had ever felt to^ 
wards him ; and the tide of natural 
affe&ion rufhed to her heart in fa- 
vour of his orphan, his acknow- 
ledged daughter ; and, for a .mo« 
TO^nt, ihe fofgpt the fubjedfc which 
£ad before fo entirely riveted her 
attention, as ihe fondly .caref&d the 

*ol. n. ir fnjiling 
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fmiling Lydia, who fcemed vaftly 
pleafed with het new-found friend* 

Her Ladyfhip had often thought 
of the promife made to the dying 
father* that fhe would receive and 
protect his little girl ; but the time 
which had elapfed fince his death 
had been fo fhort, and the multi- 
plicity of affairs fhe had tp ^arrange 
had hitherto prevented her noticing 
die charge fhe had undertaken; 
however, fhe had intended to do 
fo on her return to Bellevue, not 
doubting that Mrs. Doringfield 
would gladly refign the infant to her 
protedion ; but this accidental meet- 
ing 
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ing tad difclofed 'to her circirai- 
fla&ces fo extraordinary as were al- 
Vnoffc incomprehenfible ; and, for 
Ibme time, /he <*>uld fcarcely be- 
lieve her fon to be the perfon al- 
luded to, by Lydia, as her dear Mr. 
. Neville. She determined to know 
the truth of her furmifes before fhe 
loft fight of the innocent informer, 
for which reafon (he defired the fer- 
vant would return home tp her La- 
dies, with the Countefs of Orming- 
ton's compliments, and inform them 
fhe fhould take Mifs Neville home 
with her ; and to aflure them that 
lhe would return her fafe in the 
evening to Lady Darcy and Mrs. 
Doringfield ; notwithftanding the 
h % late 
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late fearl had by his "will acknow- 
ledged her as his child, her family 
had never yet ventured to call her 
by fo difttnguiftied a name ; and 
the woman, not knowing, who was 
meant by Mifs Neville, hefitated and 
expreffed her amazement by her 
looks. 

The Countefs inftantly guefled 
the truth, and demanded what name 
the young lady bore in Sir Granby 
Darcy's houfe? u I am called 
Little Lydia," returned the fweef 
child t 44 there is no Mifs Neville 
at my aunt's ; only Mifs Arundel at 
grandpapa's t and, if you mean 
her, flie will never be called Ne- 
ville, 
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ville, becaufe he is to make her a 
Very great Lady , with a very long* 
name that I cagnot remember,"-— 
" Well, my dear, we will talk of 
your friends by an<J by ; in the mean 
time you (hall go home with me i 
apd you^ yc?ung woman," turning 
to the farvant, " Idefire immedi- 
ately to give my meflage to the 
ladies, and bring their r$ply to rrtjr 
hpufe, which is only three doore 
from Sir Goby's, , 

The woman, awed by the ma- 
jeftic Countefs, did as flie was com- 
manded, and Lydia, ever fond of. 
novelty, took the offered hand of 
her ^ugufl; grandmother ; vaflly 
H 3 • pleafed 
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pleafed at the opportunity of improv- 
ing her acquaintance with Azore* 
who ftill continued to view her with 
looks in which very little cordiality 
was vifible, A meffage was im- 
mediately returned by Lady Darcy 
and Mrs. Doringfield, expreffed in 
very polite terms, that the child was 
perfe&ly at her Lady (hip's difpofal $ 
a&ct 1 , wry much honoured by her 
notice, th$y requefted to be inform- 
ed at what hour the fervant fhould be 
fent to attend her home } 

Lady Ormington, who had much 
information to gain, afraid to lofe 
fight of Lydia till fhe had gained 
full fatisfa&ion on the fubjed which 

now 
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now occupied her attention, left the 
innocent child fhoidd be put on her 
guard as to any inquiries fhe might 
hereafter make, declared her wifli 

of keeping her all night. 

i 

The rencontre Lydia had met 
with was conlidered as a very fa-* 
voiirable event, notwithftanding that, 
fince the marriage of Lavinia, her 
mother had regarded both her Lady- 
fhip and herfelf upon a footing with 
all the diftinguiflied characters with 
whom Sir Granby Dairy was con- 
nected. Of courfe, the profound de- 
ference with which flie before regard-* 
ed all Lords and Ladies had given 
place, in the mind of Mrs. Doring- 
H 4 field, 
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Asitl, to. the estfy familiarity «f 
fencied equality : eoniequently the* 
delight £he would formerly have &lp 
at having the child of her unfortunate 
Lydia thua acknowledged as the 
grand-daughter of the Countefs, was 
fbraewhat lefs rapturous than 1 it 
might ha\ee been fome months prior 
to Lady Darcy's ej^ance into higkr 
fife. 




During the hours fjaent with he* 
Ladyflrip, the innocent Lydia had 
kid the foundation ftone of futuitf 
mifery to her beloved Alicia ; and 
the whole tranfa&ion was unveiled 
to her eager inquiries. By the childte 
replies it was not difficult to dis- 
cover 
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cover that* Mifs Arundel was not (b 
fortunate as to be any particular fa-* 
vourite of the ladies in Grofvenof 
Square, and the knowledge pf this 
tircumftance alone made the Coun? 
tefs determine to be particularly civil 
to them. This changed her firft 
plan ; therefore, at eight o'clock, 
her Ladyfhip's chair was ordered tq> 
convey Mifs Neville to Sir Granby 
Parcy's. Before they parted, flie 
felted her little grandrdaughter, and 
told her {he flipuld come and live 
with her j ^nd, Again fciffing her* 
(he n^fJe her the hearer of a verjr 
- polite note, ift which her Ladyfliip 
exprefled her hopes, that as the um 
fortunate circjimftance which had 
H 5 occurred 
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occurred between the two families . 
could no longer be remedied, all re- 
membrance of the paft might be for- 
gotten, and that fhe lhould be happy 
to refceive her charming little grand* 
daughter from the hands of Mrs. 
Doringfield, with whom fhe wifhed 
to hav^ foftie conversion on a very 
particular fubjedh 

She ended her note by requeuing 
that, in future, Little Lydia might 
be known as Mifs Neville, the ac- 
knowledged daughter of the late 
Earl of Ormin^ton ; giving orderi 
that the fervant who attended the 
child home, 'lhould leave two tickets 
at Lady Darcy^ dootf* 

3 For 
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• For feveral fucceeding days, a 
mbft conftant intercourfe was entered 
into between the two families; whom 
Ghance Had fo ftrangely introduced 
to the notice of each other; and, to 
t*he aftohilhment of her houfehold, 
who had Fuppofed therxifelves quietly 
fettled in town for the approaching 
winter, her Lady {hip iffoed her or- 
der for an immediate removal to 
Bellevue / and, the fame afternoon, 
the travelling chaife was ordered to 
convey herfeJf and her new friend t 
Wlrs. Doringfieldy who, of a fud^ 
den, had become moil anxious tp 
return home; for, now that fhe 
had feen her darling Lady Darcy fo 
comfortably eftablifhed in her new 
h 6 fituation, 
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firuatioo, this amiable wife andten- 
4et mother found it irapoffible flu 
ftHald longer fupport a fepajrattoor 
from her deaf Mrs. DoraigSeld •> 
for Which reafon, fhe faid, flic had, 
with inexprcffible pfeafure, feiaed 
An the obliging offer made by the 
Countefj, of allowing her to occupy 
the vacant corner is her Ladyflup'$ 
carriage. 

This was the manner in which 
fee chofc to announce her tanexpoo* 
ed return to the wfufpe&iag being* 
at Aftibourne parfonage i ivhcn, 
ftioxdy after the return of Alicia to 
the houfe, on the very evening (ha 
had parted from her Henry at tbo 

gate, 
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gate, as Mr. Doringfield and- flit 
were cheerfully convcrfing $fter fup* 
per, they heard the craflr of wheels 
upon the gravel, driving roupd thq 
fweep to the hall-door. A found 
unufual at fo late an hour could not 
fiil to furpriae the quiet inhabi- 
tants of this comfortable little abode 4 
but how was that furprize increafc 
td % when, on the door's being open- 
fd, they heard the Ihrill voice of 
Mrs. Doringfield, who was deliver-* 
ing hflr thanKs for the accpipnio* 
4fitipn #je hgdrecejved, to a Lady h} 
an elegant travelling chaife, which the t 
lights now brought forward, ferved 
tfi (hpw the aftpoiflied party that {he 
Wri^e belopg^d to the Cpwteff 

of 
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of Ormington. In a moment the 
ftep was Jet down, and the door 
being again cldfed, the poftilions 
drove off with a rapidity equal to that 
which had announced their arrival. 

9 A fervant had preceded her La- 
dyihip fome hours, to give notice 
of her return to the cafUe^ and the 
Earl, on coming home from his 
vifit at Afhbourne, was petrified with 
the tinexpe&ed information which 
awaited him,' that the Countefs 
would reach the caftfe late the fame 

evening; 1 

.i . * • . \ ■ - 

if... « . t 

It is no\v proper to explain thole 
motives which had induced her La- 

dyfliip 
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dyfkip to determine on fo hafty a 
meafure. The attachment formed 
by her fon had burft on her know- 
ledge, fo undreaded, fo unexpected, 
that the moft violeht concuflion of 
nature could not have overwhelm- 
ed her more! Thfe moft con- 
vulfive throes of ambition *aff^iled 
and agitated her foul, at the antici- 
pated confequences of an union, the 
very idea of which filled her mind 
with difmay ; and, well knowing 
the impetuofity of Lord Ormington, 
lhe was perfe&ly convinced bitter 
reproof, proud refufal, ftern defi- 
ance, and, even contemptuous inter- 
diction, would only ferve to inflame 
his ardent temper; for though 1iq 

had 
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Jiad ever evinced the utmoft duty 
and reverence, tHe refutt of pfinck 
pie heightened by the tic between 
tfiern, fhe was too intimately sic-, 
quainted with the vehemence of his 
paffiqns, and the independent dignity 
of his bold, refolute, and perfever* 
Jng nature, to hope he would re* 
linquiih any purpqfe becaufe in- 
Competent with the views of mater- 
nal pride. She rightly fuppofed 
that the object of hip prefent lovt 
jyas worthy of his every cherifhed 
wilh, every tender expectation ; and 
lhe well knew his mind was fortified 
and governed by the ftri&eft fenfe of 
honour ; [and though he had once 
yielded up the $hp& ef his bffu** 

on 



on the altar of obedience to bcr^ 
the facrifice had been the work; 
q£ her wild remonftrances, her pale* 
unieproaching looks, her mild en* 
dea^ours tQ work on his afFe&ion* 
with gentle, but, to his feeling foul, 
urefiftible power j aud thus fli« 
gained on, his tenderfcefs, and held 
him fii;m to her purpofe; But, in 
this fecond cafe, Ike feared £h$ 
foie^siiot what evil from his writing 
hiwfolf to •» ward of Doringfield's. 

The. fecrefy vkd by bin* on th$ 
(i^bje<3: of this connexion, whicl* 
flue fo much dreaded, indicated, oi> 
the part of his, Lordship, a calm* 

thought^ 
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thought, he meditated the diffolu- 
tion of maternal authority. Her 
proud, imbittered fpirit, trembled 
with an indignation which (he dared 
not openly avow ; and fhe con- 
templated, with deteftation, his love 
for the unknown, though abhorred, 
Alicia ; againft whom, in fecret» 
fhe vowed the fevereft vengeance the 
head and heart of herfelf and her 
new ally, Mrs. Doringfield, could 
inflidt. Her pafltons were high, and 
her pride exceffive, which made 
her feel the want of confidence 
evincid by her fon in the prefent re- 
ferve he had adopted, ftot with the 
mild, filent regret , of an affe&ion- 
ate parent, but with, the haughty re- 

fentment 
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fentment of an ambitious nature, 
difappoinfed , of its purpofe, and 
weakened In its empire : to eftablifh 
which, was the ardent end of her 
mod anxious labour. 

The all-potent charms of gold and 
elevated rank, blended and united 
iii herfelf, and, receiving her full 
merit from her own imperious opi- 
nion,and the adulation of thofe about 
her, (he little dreaded the decline of 
power;, and ftilllefs thought, that 
the fceptre of her maternal authority 
could ever have been broken; By 
a late difcovery (he found the one 
(hook/ the othdr bent ; but, not- 
withftanding her fury, (he did not 

forget 



( ISA > 

forget to pra&ife that crafty pro*, 
- dence aijd artful calmnefs of ma^ 
ner which flxe thought would b£ 
ttioft conducive to her purpofe ; for 
which reafon (he determined on her. 
plan, and as iniiantly began to put 
it into execution, by engaging Mrs, 
Doringfield as her auxiliary in. a. 
fqheme hud to divide thofe whoft 
hearts were bound by every fenti- 
ipenA of afle&ion, founded on ths ; 
iktong b^fis of effeem ; wbfifl ifoe< 
met the Earl, her mild tones, 
apd placid manner, little prepared 
hif? for the approaching ftorm, 
which it was intended Ihould havo, 
wrecked his happindV She pre~ 
f$qted his little nitce? ta him, 9^ 

"if 
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if unconfcious of their former inti- 
macy | for the child arrive^ at -Bel* 
levueon the following day, accom* 
panied by a French govcrnefs, and 
the female attendants who followed 
in the travelling coach, the Couxt* 
tefs's poft chaife* 

It is itftpoflibfe to defcribe the 
aftonifhment of his Ltordfhip when 
the Countefs fpokc in the higheft 
terms of approbation of Lady 
"Darcy and her mother, both of 
whom, her Ladyfliip declared to foe 
knighty good fort of people, and 
'that fixe was very glad accident had 
introduced them to \her notice. As 
>o the little Lydia, flue appeared to 

have 
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haVe gained entire poffeflion of her 
grandmother's heart; and had Ihe 
been the legitimate child of her fon, 
the arrangements made for her edu- 
cation could not have been done in 
a fuperior ftyle* 

To the inquiries of Lord Orming- 
ton, as to the occafion of her fudden 
and unexpe&ed return to Belle vue f 
her Ladyfliip faid, that feeling her 
fpirits and health much reduced by 
her late irreparable lofs, the buftlc 
of London, even at that quiet fea- 
fon, was more than her exhaufted 
nerves could fupport ; and, as Lady 
Cecilia and her family were then 
in Dcrbyfhire, (he thought the quiet 
circle of her friends would be more 

likely 
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likely to agree with her, than the 
MiUmber Ihe" was obliged, from her 
extenfive connexions, to admit, dur- 
ing ;her rcfidence in Grofvenor . 
Square. 

This pretended jreafon appeared 
a rational one, and, in the unfuf- 
picious mind of Henry, it' gained 
full credit. Her Ladyfhip con- 
tinued to engage her fon during the 
Whole of the next day j fo that he 
found it impofliblc to vifit Afh- 
bourne ; and he difpatched the fer- 
vant with a letter expreffive of his 
difappointment, and declaring his 
intention of putting an immediate 
termination to the reftraint under 

which 
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Svhith he Was determined too longer 
to exift, by boldly 'avowing* in 
"the prefenccof his mother, an af- 
le&ion which would ever conititute 
the pride and happinefs of his life. 

Prom the xeprefentations of his 
"friends at ffeathfide in favour of 
his choice, he hoped aH that was 
moft beneficial to iirswiflies. ""But 
let the event be what it will,'* he 
added, " no powerori earth can lef- 
"fcn the rapture of my heart, when I 
reflect on the tranfporthig happinefs 
that Awaits me at the moment when 
1 fliall prefs thee to the fond heart 
of an adoring hufband, from whence 
the fiat <jf death matt atone divide 

thee." 
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thee/* The gentle foul of Alicia was 
agitated by the demon of fufpenfe, that 
mod dreadful of all fen fat ions, at 
the approaching crifis of her fate ; 
for, though the united world could 
not have made her harbour one 
furmife unfavourable to love and 
Henry, yet (he felt fo neceffary 
would be a mother's fandtion to in- 
fure the felicity of fuch a fon, Ihe 
trembled for the refult. She knew 
his noble nature would fhrink from 
difobedience, though it gave into his 
poffeffion the. affianced bride of his 
heart's fondeftele&ion. Yet fo ea- 
gerly do we cling to the fmalleft 
reed of hope, every fuggeftion of 
dread gave way to the convi&ion of 
vol.. ii. i the 
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the unbounded empire fhe pofleffed 
over the devoted objedl of her every 
thought. Hope, that never failing 
companion to the youthful breaft, 
untutored in the leflbn of difap- 
pointment, ftill pointed out the thread 
from which ftie continued to fpin 
her golden dreams of unbounded fe- 
licity to come. 

Mrs. Doringfield appeared to 
treat the ward of her hulband with 
more than her ufual attention; 
but, to the penetrating eye of 
her guardian, he thought he could 
trace fecret inquietude and malice 
hidden under the fmile ofditfembled 
kindnefs. 

Long 
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Long accuftom^ed to her uncer- 
tain manner, he fcarcely gave this 
change a moment's attention ; but 
the circumftarice which could not 
fail to aftoniflh him, was the inti- 
macy fo wonderfully commenced 
between the haugKty Co«ntefs and 
his wife; and fome conjectures 
croffed his mind not altogether to 
the advantage of either party. How- 
ever, he refolved not to exprefs his 
ideas on the fubjed:, but to leave it 
to chance to explain the motives 
from which it originated. * 

A lively and clfear perception, 
fuch as was poffeffed by this ami- 
able man, will always fee the ground 
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it is right to choofe, even before 
fenfe has maturely confidered every 
circumftance, and reafon has form- 
ed a refolution ; but when ac- 
quainted with the unexpedted alter- 
ation which had taken place in the 
fituation of little Lydia, he meekly 
obferved, that he trufted the Al- 
mighty would watch over the little 
innocent, preferve her from the 
frowns of fortune,, to which fhe 
would, perhaps, be now more ex- 
pofed than if fhe had been permitted 
to remain the modeft violet of his 
humble garden : adding, that few 
circumltances four the mind fo much 
as abu fed confidence j and thofe in 
whofe fate he once had been moft 

tenderly 
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tenderly interefted, had received too* 
many injuries from this new-found- 
protedtrefs, not to make him fear 
for all to whom fhe pretended kind* 
nefs. Sufpicion and -diftruft are 
ferpents- which twine tbemfelves 
round every unjuft perfon; and in 
this oblique hint of her Ladyflhip's 
fincerity, Mrs. Doringfield found her 
own implicated. 

The • fear of detection is the in- 
feparable companion of fraud ; and 
that breaft which has the confciouf- 
nefs of intending evihto others, ever 
dreads, the fcrutiny of the truly good. 
However, it was not her prefent 
plan to refent ; and, with the moft 
i 3 con* 
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condefcending cahpnefs and affabi- 
lity, ftie replied ; *• Indeed, my 
dear, I think you will foon change 
your opinion of her Lady (hip, 
who appears all condefcenfion." — 
" If that be the cafe," the good 
man replied, " I am yet open to 
convi&ion ; arid if, after having 
known her Ladyfhip for fb many 
years, I find at lait I have been un- 
juft in my ideas of her, I (hall with 
pleafure recant and abjure all old 
prejudices. I am forry to fay, that 
I believe her Ladyfhip will fcarcely 
put me to the teft, for it is many 
years ✓ fince I have been able to 
find ' favour in her fight ; and 
few things, during the courfe of 
my life, has filled me with more 
1 • furprizc 
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furprize than her recent conduct fo> 
one who bears my name ; for which 
reafon alone I fliould have fuppofed 
you would only have met from hec* 
contempt and infult, inftead of po- 
litenefs and attentions But if, on 
an approaching toccafion, flie con-* 
dudfcs herfelf with that confideration 
and kindnefs due to my gentle ami* 
able Alicia, as the deftined bride of 
her fon f I will drop the curtain of 
oblivion over pail tranfadions, and 
once more endeavour to confider her 
imperious Ladyfhip as the daughter 
and fifter of thofe I beft loved on 
earth, and, in the "felicity of their 
child, endeavour to forget the wrongs 
of my fainted friends." 

14. " What 
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" What child?" replied Mrs. 
Doringfield, with the quicknefs^of 
fufpicion; u do you allude to the 
late Earl's condudt to my, dear loft. 
Lydia ?" The face of Doringfield 
was flufhed with a recolle&ion that 
his feelings had got the better of 
his prudent refolves, refpe&ing the 
myftery in which the parents of 
Alicia had ever been wrapped ; for 
never to his prefent wife had he 
repeated the forrows of thofe to 
whom Alicia owed her exiftence. 

Finding he had gone fo far in 
this involuntary* efFufion, the dic- 
* tates of his warm heart, he made an 
evalive reply to the queftion his 

own 
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own indifcretion had brought upon 
Him, and gave the converfation a lead* 
to that fubje6t,fo grateful to the ambh* 
tious mother; namely, the fplendour 
of that fituation in which Lady Darcy 
had been fo fortunately eftablifhed. 

The morning of that day. on which 
the agitated heart of Alicia expedted 
the long wifhed, yet ever dreaded, 
explanation would take place, was 
pafled by her with all the fickening 
anxiety and fufpenfe which thole 
who have felt its horrors can alone 
conceive. She endeavoured to divert 
the time hy employment before the 
hour fhould arrive, her own heart 
had fondly pointed out, as the* period . 

15 which 
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which Would rcftore to her fight the 
' adored form of her Henry. The 
page of a work in which flie had 
been highly interefted was -now 
thrown by as moft infipid ; the harp 
was not in tune ; and her drawings 
failed evfen for a moment to fix the 
attention of the anxious girl : fhe 
often walked to that part of the gar- 
den from whence the road was viii- 
ble ; and as often her trembling ' 
fteps were riveted to the fpot where 
laft fhe had received the fond adieus 
of Lord Ormington. The fweet 
recollection of thofe fcxpreffions of 
unbounded love which then fell from 
his lips, imparted to her mind fuch 
tranfporting ideas of near approach- 
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mg felicity, as for the inftant ab- 
forbed every thought in the jgratify- 
ing certainty of being the chofen ob- 
ject of his tendered: afFedfcidm-^At 
this moment ftie faw the groom of 
the Earl enter the gate which led to 
the offices of the, parfonage;* fhei 
was preparing, with the fpeed to 
which hope gave wings, to enter the 
houfe, not doubting but he was the 
meffenger of joy ; for what other 
fenfation could flie ever expe<5t to 
receive from him, whom a few fhort 
days would .make the hufband of 
her heart's tendereft regard ? Delight 
ihone in her mild eyes at anticipat- 
ing the contents of the packet fhe 
expe&ed to receive j but what was 
i 6 her 
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her aftonifhment on perceiving the 
man immediately return without 
having waited a moment ; he touch- 
ed his hat as the horfe x on which 
he was mounted fwiftly galloped by 
the gate at which Ihe flood. She 
wifhed to have fpoken to him, bur 
the agitation of her mind prevented 
the power of utterance ; and the fer- 
vant was out of fight before fhe^ had 
ftrength or refolution to make one 
inquiry refpe&ing his Lordfhip. A- 
prefentiment of faft approaching 
mifery now overpowered her, and, 
lickening with terror, fhe ilowly en- 
tered the houfe, and, unnoticed by 
the family, reached her own apart- 
ment ; for, in her prefent ftate of 

unaccount- 
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unaccountable perturbation; flic felt 
it impoflible to- make any inquiries. 
refpecSting the fervant of Lord Or- 
mington : at length (he fummoned 
up refolution to ring her bell, and 
- determined to fend her maid for the 
information lhe*wiflicd, yet dreaded' 
to receive.— The girl entered at the 
fummons, a letter in her hand, and ; 
her countenance expreflive of un- 
eafin^fs ; (he was much attached to 
her miftrefs, and the idea of any 
thing which might occafiori her vex- 
ation diftrefled herfelf, and took its 
origin in the agitated manner of 
Doringfield, who, after afruitlefs 
fearch for Alicia, had confided the 
fatal letter to the care of Sally, with 

a par- 
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a particular injunction to deliver it 
to her when alone, and to entreat 
her, for his fake/that fhe would en-* 
deavour to compofeherfelf, and rely 
on his care, as he was already gone 
to the poor deceived earl, who he 
doubted not was the deluded vidtinr 
to the blackeft art and deception- 

".This," faid Sally, " he order- 
ed me to tell you, madam, at the 
very moment he mounted his horfe, 
which was faddled diredtly after*my 
Lord's groom brought that letter 
from Bellevuc ; and he only flopped 
to feal up the packet, and give it to" 
my care, before he rode away as faft 
as the horfe could gallop ; and with* 

a face 
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a face as white as your drefs."— ♦ 
44 Gracious Heaven !" cried the agi- 
tated drooping fufferer ; "am Fthen 
at one moment hurled from the - 
height of exquifite happinefs, to the 
depths of the moll agonizing jde* 
fpair It was long ere Ihe had 
power to break the feal of that pa- 
per, which in her eyes appeared the 
death warrant of her every hope ;, 
and when at lalt her trembling fin- 
* gers divided the wax, the mill of 
forrow prevented the contents of this 
eventful letter from being legible to 
her fight : at length (he read the fol- 
lowing lines, traced by the hand of 
her guardian, under the moll vifible 
anguilh ; and which were haftily 

penned 
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fanned in the envelope that prefented 
tt> her eager fight, the beloved and 
well-known charaders of him her- 
heart told her, fpite of every circum- 
ftance,, would ever remain the foleo 
arbiter of her. fate.— The: note,. 
M Roufe, my amiable, my affection- 
ate Alicia^ all the refolution of your 
nature, on an occafion, which, like 
the prefent, requires all the exertion * 
of fortitude and energy, , which in- 
nocence like . yours mud infpire J ! 
And this it is which muft enable us 
to overcome. the attacks of artful vil- 
lany ; and oh, my love I reft firmly 
affined, that in the end yours will I 
be the triumph of fpotlefs integrity, 
over all the fabrications of hypocriti- 
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cal malice; for know, I have the 
blefled means in my own hands, im- 
mediately, to cover with confufion 
thofe who feek to injure you*? and 
fpeedily fliall they tremble, with all 
the fliame of detected wickednefs, 
who have fought to injure you in the 
heart of him, who, notwithftanding 
prefent appearances, is moft worthy 
oftherichpolfeffioriof your afFedtion- 
I fly to undeceive the abufed irrita- 
bility of his nature ; and he will 
. foon awake from his prefent deli* 
rium, and again claim the hand he 
now renounces, as the choiceft bleff- 
ing heaven can beftow. The day is 
near, when the fecret of your birth 
fhall be difclofed ; and you will 

fliine: 
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fliine in a rank, exalted, as that Lord 
Ormington will yet (hare with the 
child of my adoption } nor will my 
gentle, my forgiving Alicia, refufe 
to receive her precipitate lover when 
he fhall return, and orifce more tie* 
mand his affianced bride. The Al- 
mighty will watch over, and fliower 
down his choicefi bleffings on the 
orphan child of my how angel 
friends. I have only a moment t<r 
defire, if you can fiimmons courage 
fuffiqient for the undertaking, that 
you will immediately go to the caftk, 
and demand an interview with the 
Countefs, in . which it is my wifti, 
you fhould avow, to her haughty 
Ladyfliip the engagement which 

fubfifts 



( 187 ) 
fublifts between yourfelf and he* 
fon; and when lhe looks in . the 
fweet face of my Alicia, confcience 
will whifper terrible events long fince 
hid in the deep receffes of her guilty 
bofom. You will be fupported by 
the prefence of your kind Lady Ce- 
cilia, who, I will engage, fliall meet 
you at the cattle. The Earl, in all 
the frantic agony of pailion, is pur-, 
fuing his road to town, but a fhort 
converfation with me will reflore 
him to happinefs, and his Alicia, 
Adieu, my deareft child ! place your 
hope in him who never, but for his 
own wife purpofes, fuffers the 
wicked to fucceed in their machina- 
tions." 

For 
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For fome moments the various- 
emotions of her bofom nearly over-*% 
powered her ; and even the foothing 
affurances of her kind protedtor 
could not relieve her from the: agony 
of difappointed happinefs ; fhe gaz- 
ed on the myfterious letter of Lord 
Ormington„ and read a fliort fen- 
tence, expreffive of contempt, cold- 
nefs, and reproach r Inftead of thofe* 
effufions of ardent paflion which had, 
a few days before, flowed fo elo- 
quently from his pen, each word 
conveyed the cruel conviction, that: 
every pang which negledt can inflidt, 
or ingratitude give to the heart, is 
doubled when it proceeds from a be- 
Ibved objedk Yet, at the moment: 

when* 
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-when flie read the foul rending expres- 
sions which indignation had dictated, 
ihe bore it all with patient refigna- 
tion ; nor ever, for an inftant, uttered 
a fingle complaint againft the cruelty 
of him, from whom (he had expect- 
ed only the harmony of love. The 
billet ran as follows : — 44 Your want 
of fincerity hascoft me the affe&ions 
ftf my mother, and the certainty of 
everlafting mifery in this life, by 
the defiru&ion of my fondeft hopes % 
which, though formed in error, will 
ever hang round my heart, and em- 
bitter the exiftence of one, who, while 
he believed you to be candid and ami- 
able, as you ase beautiful and ac- 
complifhed, thought the eternal fiat 

of 
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of death fhould alone have torn you 
from his bofom ; but now, Alicia, f 
grieve that I have difcovered, paft 
the poffibility of contradiction* that 
I have been the objedl fele&ed by 
the unworthy Doringfield and your* 
felf, as the perfon on whom a fcehe 
©f deception was intended to be 
pra<5tifed. I bid adieu, for ever, to a 
, country, which contains the womat 
my fond foul fele&ed as the partner 
of my life ; and who, notwithftand* 
ing the mafk of candour, and every 
amiable quality, be fnatched from 
her face, yet I lhall never ceafe to re- 
member, with fentiment^of pity and 
tendernefs, though I refign all that 
fervid paflion, which would have 
7 fheitered 
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flieltered her from the ftorms of the 
world, in my arms, as the adored 
Svife of him who cannot tolerate im- 
pofition ; or will ever more renew 
an engagement, which the unworthi- 
nefs of the objeft could alone have 
diflblved. Adieu for ever ! repent of 
the arts ufed by yourfelf, and the 
now detefted Doringfield, who is a 
thoufand times moreblameable than 
yourfelf ; and if it be any gratifica- 
tion to your ambition and vanity, 
learn, you have rendered exiftence 
deteflable to Ormington." 

" Great G,od !" cried flie, with 
an agony of mifery, while her clafp- 
ed hands w.ere wetted with the fcald- 

ing 
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ang tears of unutterable anguilhj* 
*' Is it indeed poilible, have I lived 
to be fo completely wretched ? Does 
my once tender and affedtionatc 
Henry doubt the regard, the fidelity 
of her who would this, moment re- 
fign her life to convince him, fhe is 
not unworthy of that confidence it 
was her pride to infpire. Oh ! never, 
in thought, word, or deed, have I 
ufed deception to him, or any other 
living being ; never had I any cir- 
cumftance to hide from the fcru- 
tinizing eye of an envious world," or 
from the knowledge of that man 
who was, and is, the only objedt of 
my heart's fondeft dedtion ! The 
myftery attending my birth I am as 

uncoil- 
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unconfcious of as he can be; but 
my worthy* my refpe&able guar- 
dian, who never yet knowingly de- 
ceived, or uttered a falfehood, has 
declared it honourable, and not un- 
worthy the rank to which my Henry 
would once have raifed me." As 
the confcious reflection of her own 
innocence ftole on her naturely placid 
mind, her fwelling bofom' grew 
more ferene ; a fweet compofure im- 
perceptibly fpread over every fenfe 
of agony ; and, while the pious fer- 
vour of her hallowed fpirit gave a 
beautiful glow to her pale counte- 
nance, her mild eyes were raifed 
with humility, her beautiful hands 
clafped in reverence, and with the 
voi*. ii. K devotion 
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devotion of a feraph, chaftened by 
the malice of a weak dependent 
mortal, her elevated foul breathed 
out a fervid prayer to Heaven, to fup- 
port, guide, and protect her ; while 
her pure and innocent heart was in 
fweet communion with the friend of 
the friendlefs, an ethereal, a facred 
calm difFufed itfelf over her fenfes ; 
and a confidence, which the unac- 
cufing breall will feel, even in the 
moft gloomy extremities of fate, 
communicated a divine confolation 
to her drooping foul. She felt as if 
fome miniftering being had infpired 
and fortified her with hope, and fhc 
arofe and gave orders to the fervants 
to fend for a chaife,' determined in- 

ftantly 
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ftantly to obey the commands of her 
firft protestor. 

" He," cried (he, " who guards 
thofe that truft in him, will neither 
, flumber nor fleep ; and though now 
heart broken, and a bankrupt in 
peace, I fhall not be loft." The 
heart of our heroine was compofed 
of the fineft, fofteft, materials; a 
violent gufh of tears allayed the 
fwell of thefe varied confli&s, and 
again gave elafticity to the fprings 
of life, which, at the firft fharpened 
trial of keen forrow, appeared to be 
faft fading from her grafp. Difap- 
pointment chilled thofe buds of con- 
fidence and love, which fhe woul 1 
K 2 have 
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kave trcafured in fonrow f even have 
cheriftied in death, within the warm 
recefles of her tender bofom. Their 
balmy breath would have cheared 
the thorny path of her life ; and had 
Henry been penny lefs, they would 
with hina have made the pooreft cot- 
tage a Faradife ; but now the foft 
attributes of her breaft had received 
their deadly wound ; frigid ihdiffe- 
renpe had taken place of the energy 
of affedtion ; cold fufpicion, of gei 
nerous confidence; and that vivid 
tendernefs of fentiment, which had 
animated her a&ions, was all caft 
back on her own heart. Thofe 
arms which fhe had thought would 
be a refuge from every ftorm, a 

fandtuary 
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iandhiary from every affliction, now 
reje<3:ed the tender claims, and facri- 
ficed her peace at the (hrine of falfe- 
hood and calumny; and (he was 
left a vidtim to the thorm of for- 
gotten affedtion j yet, at the fame 
moment, (he felt fo feverely his^ 
hafty defertion, his image was fond- 
ly cherifhed. His condudt was pal- 
liated, was forgiven ; his rafh im- 
petuofity obliterated from her me- 
mory ; his unkind expreffions erafed 
from that bofom, in which only the 
recollection of his once paffionatc 
affe&ion, the generofity of his glow- 
ing heart, arid thofe endearing quali- 
ties which even his prefent treatment 
could not obfcure, were fondly trea- 
k 3 fured 
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fured by remembrance. Her forrow 
was deep, filent, and lafting ; and 
when, in the agony of recollection, 
flie remembered that he had refigned 
all correfpondence with her, he was 
no longer her's ; that never again, 
perhaps, flie fhould fee him fmile 
upon her with looks of affe&ion ; 
never more hear that voice, on the 
accents of which fhe could have 
dwelt for ever ; then, indeed, would 
anguifh prefent to her thofe happy 
days as gone for ever ; and fhe funk 
down in chilling languor, the tears 
of bitter regret trickling down her 
blanched cheek ; raifing her meek 
pleading eye to heaven, (he* foftly 
exclaimed, " I cannot, I feel I can- 
not 
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not long fupport his undeferved con- 
tempt, his cold indifference !" * 

Exertion was now neceffary, for 
Sally entered and informed her the 
chaife was at the door. On going 
down flairs, ftie for the firft time re- 
membered there was on earth Juch 
a perfbn as Mrs. Doringfieldj but 
fhe determined to treat her with that 
refpedt and confidence due to her 
guardian's wife ; and opening the 
parlour door, (he informed her of the 
event which demanded her appear- 
ance at the caftle. Her confidence 
was received with haughty triumph, 
and taunting reproof, at her fa eafily 
giving credit to the promifes of a 
k 4 young 
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young man fo fickle as Lord Orming- 
ton was known to be j whom flie de- 
clared flie had thought had been flack- 
ening in his attentions for foxne time, 
and that it was the opinion of thofe 
- who knew him well, that he had an 
attachment in Italy, to which place flic 
fuppofed he was now gone. While 
flie fpoke, a malignant joy feemed to 
fpread itfelf over her features, and, 
with a forced and cold civility, flie 
wiflied a fatisfa&ory determination 
to her difficulties. x 

We will now leave our poor 
heart-broken heroine in the carriage 
which was- to convey her to a houfe 
flie had hoped to enter under fuch 

different 

♦ 
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different aufpices ; and, when ftie 
flopped at its proud gates, a thou- 
fand painful, yet tender, recollections 
ruflied upon her mind, and her full 
bofom vented itfelf in tears, which, 
in a great meafure, relieved her fpi- 
rits from the extreme agitation fhe 
had endured, and prepared her better 
to fupport the fcene fhe was about 
to encounter. 

To return to the miserable, the 
deceived Lord Ormington, who had 
fo readily caught at the bait pre- 
pared for the deftru&ion of all the 
faireft profpe<5ts this life could pre* 
fent to his attached heart ; On the 
morning he had determined openly 
k 5 to 
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to avow the engagement into which 
he had entered, a private meffage 
was difpatched to Lady Cecilia For- 
te fcue, requefting her immediate 
prefence at the caftle. Though it 
was his fixed refolve no remains 
fliould impede the firm purpofe of 
his foul with refpedt to Alicia ; yet 
he felt, that even bleffed with her 
he adored, happinefs could not gain 
entire poffeflion of his breaft, un- 
lefs his union was fan&ioned by the 
approbation of his only furviving 
parent ; and, confcious of the in- 
fluence Lady Cecilia poffefled on her 
Lady (hip f he trufted to the warmth 
of an affection he well knew (he 
entertained both for Mifs Arundel 

and 



( 203 ) 
and himfelf, as a fure ftimulus for 
her utmoft exertions on a point fo 
eflential to their mutual felicity. If 
deprived of her, no pleafure how- 
ever alluring, , no enjoyment how- 
ever rich, could have charms for 
him; but, once fecured his own, he 
fhould be mailer of the fweeteft, the 
moft permanent delight ; " and my 
mother," added he, " will, in a 
fliort time, forego the privileges of 
fplendid alliance, exalted rank, and 
accumulated wealth, and receive to 
her arms, as the wife of her fon, 
one who at prefent can only be pre- 
fented to her, enriched by intellectual 
graces, lovelinefs of form, and a 
k 6 heart 
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heart infpired by virtue and the 
niceft honour." 

To attend this fummons, Lady 
Cecilia would have flown with all 
the intereft of true affedtion ; but, 
unfortunately, ihe had gone that 
morning on particular bufinefs to 
Derby, from whence fhe was not 
expedted to return that evening, 
Mr. Fortefcue alfo had left Heath- 
fide, fome public affairs having de- 
manded his immediate attendance in 
London. 

Henry, now determined to delay 
the communications he had to make 

tin 
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till he fhould be furrouftded by 
friends, who could bear teftimony 
to the virtues, the glowing beauties, * 
of his captivating Alicia ; and, with 
all his paflions in a ferment, and 
his views and wiihes not perfe&ly 
diredt, he would have given the 
world for any interruption to a titc* 
a-tete with the Counters, , whofe 
penetrating eye he fancied was fixed 
on him with more than her ufual 
fcrutinizing regard. 

Towards his mother, Henry had 
ever experienced an affection, blend- 
ed with awe ; and, though he glo* 
ried in his paflion, he dreaded to 
make her Ladyfliip acquainted with 

it. 
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it, Notwithftanding this delicacy 
of hurting Lady Ormington, his im- 
petuous foul had immutably deter- 
mined to make the charming Alicia 
his wife, either with or without her 
confent. She was his mother, and 
he loved her ; but Alicia was a di- 
vinity, and, when his wife, muft 
be received as her daughter. And 
he again refolved to defer the matter 
altogether till he (hould prefent her 
as his bride. 

With this arrangement in his 
head they fat down to dinner ; but, 
as if fate had determined the litjtle 
Lydia to be the deftroyer of her 
friend's happinefs, fhe made her 

appear- 
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appearance at the defert, and was 
tenderly welcomed and carefled by 
the Earl, who confidered the pre- 
fence of the child, as of the moft 
eflential ufe on the prefent occafion, 
it being a great relief to the confci- 
oufnefs of his agitated mind. 

He had lately become full of 
anxiety, from the fudden return. of 
her Ladylhip to the caftle, and the 
knowledge of Mrs. Doringfield 
having been the companion of her 
journey ; he did not doubt but flie 
,muft have gained fome information 
refpedting his vifits to Afhbourne ; 
and indeed the Countefs's manner, 
during the morning, had given him 

reafpn 
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reafon to imagine fhe had fome im- 
portant fecret at heart, which fhe 
only waited for a favourable mo- 
ment to difclofe. 

Lydia, as flie was feated on the 
knee of Lord Ormington, eagerly 
aiked when he was to bring her own 
dear Mifs Arundel to the caftle to 
live with him ? The malign eye of 
her Ladyihip viewed the counte- 
nance of her fon afkaunce, which 
was deeply fuffufed with the richeft 
glow of crimfon ; and, in a con- 
temptuous tone, fhe defired to be 
informed what difiindtion in fociety 
that Mifs Arundel held, who ap- 
peared to poffefs fuch fafcipating 

attractions 
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attra&ions for the firft members of 
her family ? 

Lord Ormingtoh had now reco* 
veied the energies} of his mind, 
and he replied with jirmnefs, if your 
allufions point at Mifs Arundel, I can 
only fay that I have long waited for 
a moment favourable to the infor- 
mation I have to impart refpe&ing 
that young lad; ; who is the moft 
amiable of her fex, and the affianced 
bride of your fon. Allow me then* 
my deareft mother, to prefent her 
to you, rich in the ftiining qualities 
of worth, beauty, and accomplifh- 
ments ; nor is her birth lefs honour- 
able than that by which your fon 

is 
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is diftinguifhed, though, for the 
prefent, it is wrapped in the fhade of 
myftery, which, Doringfield afTures 
me, will foon c6afe ; and that, in a 
connexion formed with this lovely 
creature, I fliall derive all the ad- 
vantages of rank and fortune, though 
for a fliort pqriod I muft receive 
her to my arms undiftinguifhed,.but 
by all which is moil gratifying to 
my devoted foul,— her own uncon- 
fcious graces and brilliant virtues."— - 

" Grant me patience," cried her 
JLadyfhip, 44 to explain this plan 
laid for the ruin of your honour, 
and into which your Lordftiip woyld 
moft certainly have fallen but for 

the 
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the fortunate circumftance that open- 
ed to my knowledge a fcheme the 
moft ambitious villany ever con- 
certed for the advancement .of his 
own natural daughter ! She has 
herfelf forfeited all pretenlions to 
charadter, by having eloped from a 
iituation in which he had placed her, 
with a young man of the moll aban- 
doned morals ; and who, after flie 
had refided with him fome months, 
returned her on the hands of her art- 
ful father, who has prefumptuoufly 
thought the Earl of Ormington a 
proper dupe for his difgraceful 
fchemes." 



At 



( 212 ; 

At firft, the impetuous, the dif- 
tra&ed Earl, refufed all credit to fo 
infamous a charge ; and, in the vio* 
lence of contending paffions, forgot 
for a moment the refpeA due to a 
mother. He accufed her of having 
planned this fcheme for the de- 
ftrudion of his everlafting happi- 
nefs, fwearing, by every thing moft 
facred, that the monjent which con- 
vinced him of Alicia's guilt, would 
be the Iaft in which he fhould ever 
know happinefs, and that he would 
bid adieu to a country which con- 
tained her> who, in fpite of all that 
could be alledged againft her, muft 
ever be dear to him, and who, he 

was 
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was ftill convinced, was amiabk 
and virtuous, as fhe was lovely and 
beloved. 




It was the Countefs's plan to 
foothe and convince the agitated 
mind of her frantic fon ; and, af- 
ter many fruitlefs arguments, all of 
which failed in their attempt to bring 
convidtion to the mind of Lord 
Ormington, ,fhe told him, that 
finding he was ftill bent on his 
own deflrudtion, in duty to him and 
to herfelf, fhe would produce vouch- 
ers of their infamy, with which, 
fortunately, fhe was prepared ; fince 
nothing lefs than ocular proof could 
fatisfy his impetuous fpirit refpedt- 

ing 
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ing the truth of circumftances, the 
knowledge of which flie would fain 
have fpared his feelings ; convinced 
as flie now was of the fafcinating 
art which had chained his fenfes to 
the difgraced daughter of his old 
hypocritical tutor : a man who wifh- 
ed to palm on him the " offspring of 
his own fliame, as the legitimate 
and acknowledged daughter of fome 
houfe, noble as that to which his 
ambitious heart had hoped to trans- 
plant her; " and which," added 
ihe, *\ but for the interpofition of 
a divine Providence, would have 
taken place ere it had been in your 
power to avoid the evil." 
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F or a long time he refufed to look 
at any thing which it was poffible 
might impeach the honour or inte- 
grity of thofe beings he confidered 
as almoft angelic ; but at length the 
prayers and entreaties of a mother 
prevailed ; and, in an evil hour, he 
cohfented to perufe the moft infernal 
fcrolls which the agents of premedi- 
tated wickednefs ever framed for. the 
deftru&ion of thofe whofe future 
felicity was bound up in each other. 

It is needlefs to ftain the purity of 
paper with the particulars of this 
black tranfa&ibn. It originated 
folely in the Worthlefs breaft of Lady 
Ormington, and her new ally Mrs. 

Doring- 
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Doringfield ; fuffice it to fay, that a 
fcrics of letters, fabricated for the 
purpofe, was fliewn to his credu- 
lous Lordfliip, and that every means 
which faifehood could invent, or 
villany counterfeit, were exhibited 
as proofs of the truth of aflertions, 
which it was nearly impoflible a 
heart fo amiable as that poffefTed by 
Lord Ormington could fufped: was 
the device of her tp whom he owed 
his life, and the execution of one 
who was fo clofely connected to the 
calumniated, but truly refpect&ble, 
Doringfield. 

• 

The alledged proofs of gyilt coil- 
fifted in a correfpondence fuppofed 
7 to 
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to have palled between a perfori who* 
had attended on the Countefs and 
the amiable Doringfield, when reli- 
dent at Belle vue in the capacity of. 

tutor to the Marquis of Defmond. 

s 

Thefe letters proved the birth <?f 
Alicia, in a way in which it was 
fcarcely poffible for the cold breath, 
of fufpicion itfelf to doubt ; but 
which, unaided by otjier circum- 
ftances, would have failed in its 
efied: on the fafcinated heart of the 
Earl, who, while he could have 
clafped the real angelic Alicia to his 
beating bofom, and believed her vir- 
tuous and fondly attached to him 
alone, would have conlideTed it per- 
' vol. ii. l fedtly 
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fe&ly immaterial whether fhe were 
herfelf the innocent offspring of error, 
or the acknowledged heirefs of mil- 
lions. 

With fuch difintere{ted, fuch fer- 
vent tefidemefs, did he dwell on her 
image ; but, when he read letters 
addreffed to a licentious villain, 
which breathed the very foul of paf* 
fion, purporting to be the tranfcript 
of what he had thought a pure and 
fpotlefs heart, what elfe could he 
believe, but that fhe was unworthy 
the attachment (he had infpired by 
the blandifhments of afFe&ed regard 
to him, as the ambitious views of 
her unworthy father ? 

Thefe 
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- Thcfe letters, addreflfed to Gap* 
tain , were inclofed in a letter 
from that pretended lover ; in which, 
as a man of honour, he returned to 
the father of Mift Arundel, thofe 
proofs of the unbounded love he had 
received from -the Lady, declaring 
he preferred this method to at once 
putting them into the fire ; that the 
Lady might be convinced fhey were 
no longer evidences of the partiality 
with which fhe had honoured him, 
and which he muft in future beg - 
leave to decline, as too flattering* - 
He added, that he begged all might 
be forgotten, as he was on the point 
of uniting himfelf to a irioft ami- 
able and virtuous woman, whofc 
l 2 peace 
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peace would iuffer were he to con- 
tinue a correfpondence which could 
now only prove unpleafant to all 
parties. He ended by afluring her 
of his pdrfedl gratitude, and that 
he fliould ever . retain a juft fenfe of 
her paft kindnefs. 

" God of heaven !" cried the 
jpoor deceived Henry, " is it poflible 
that fuch curfed deception could ftain 
the character of her, who, in my 
eyes, was all perfe&ion ; but tell 
me, my mother," wringing her 
hand in agony as he fpoke," how did 
you gain poffeffion of thefe damned 
letters, which now blaft my every 
future p^ofped ?" — 

" My 
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" My deareft Henry, 1 ' cried the: 
machiavelian mother, who now faw 
the poifon had taken its deadly ef- 
fect, " be calm, and I will inform 
you by what a wonderful interpofi- 
tion of Providence your own ho- 
- nour> and that - of the two noble 
houfes which you now reprefent, 
have been faved from the difgrace 
of an alliance with fraud and dis- 
honour." 

* * 

She then, in the moll foothing 
and affectionate manner, repeated 
all that art could furnifh to give 
colour to her tale ; of horror ; and 
aiTured the too credulous and half 
frantic Earl, that Mrs. Doringfield 
l 3 herfelf 
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herfclf had been the perfon who had 
confided Jto her hands the papers 
which had faved the deftined flbip- 
wreck of her beloved fori ; (he had 
even kindly offered, (hould it be 
abfolutely neceflary , publicly to ftcp 
forward and avow to the^ deceit- 
ful father and artful child, the part 
fhe had taken in the difcovery of 
their intended plans. 

In all the agony of wild defpair, 
without allowing himfelf time to 
look into the circumftances which 
had annihilated his hopes, inftant 
orders were given for his travelling 
carriage to be immediately prepared ; 
when, haftily penning the frenzied 

billet 
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billet to Alicia, and one, nearly a& 
incomprehensible, to his once re- 
fpedted tutor, he wildly bade adieu 
to the Countefs, telling Iyer that, in 
this world, it would be an eternal 
farewell. 

Her Ladyfhip did not ufe any 
arguments to detain him, as the far- 
ther he was removed from the ob- 
ject which thus overpowered his 
every faculty, fhe thought the lefs 
seafon there would be to dread a 
difcovery . of the fteps which had 
been taken to divide them* 

In two hours after he had been 
rendered the moft wretched of created 
l 4 beings, 
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beings, he ruftied into the chaife, aiid 
was, as fail as four fleet horfes 
could carry him, conveyed tjMown; 
agony and diftra&ion the fole conb. 
panions of his haraffed mind. Rafh- 
nefs and impetuofity had ever been 
the leading features of his chara<fler f 
which, though blended with every 
virtue that could adorn humanity , 
had, unfortunately for his own hap- 
j)inefs, gained too great an afcen- 
dancy over a hearty fraught with the 
moft ardent affedtions which ever 
animated the breafl: of man i and 
had he allowed himfelf time for re- 
flection, the unobtruding virtues of 
his Alicia muft have repulfed all 
that hadxtared to breathe a fentence 

contrary 



( 225 ) 
contrary to her angel purity ; but 
paffion had ufurped. the place of 
reafon, and, in its firft tranfports, 
he acted the part of a man bereft 
of fenfe. 

While the amiable object of the 
moft atrocious deception is flying 
from a fpot which could alone have 
reftored peace to the deferted man-* 
fion of his once happy, but now 
diffracted, bofdm, he never Hopped 
till he was fet down in London ; 
where he had no fooner arrived , 
than, fending a few incoherent lines 
to the houfe of Mr. Fortefcue, he 
requefted to fee him inftantly, as he 
was on the point of fgttiflg off to 
l 5 the 
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the continent, and had events of the 
moft dreadful import to difclofe 
prior to his quitting England for 
ever. 

Unfortunately for the Earl, the 
fervant who carried the note to 
Portman Square, brought it back 
to his Lord, as Mr. Fortefcue had 
that morning left town, and was 
gone down to Yorkftiire for a fort- 
night on a (hooting party. 

Had this amiable and difintcrest- 
ed friend happily been in the way, 
it is more than probable his collect- 
ed ideas, and cooler judgment, would 
& have 
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have helped to calm the agonizing 
bread of the wretched Ormington j 
but it was the feafon in which vil- 
lany was to be triumphant, and, 
with phrenzied impatience, he 
reached Dover ; the packet being oil 
the point of failing, he took his paf- . 
fage alone, and unattended, but by 
the fweet image of his deferted low, 
who, in fpite of* the moft malicious 
wickednefs, though ftill, almoft un- 
confcious to himfelf , kept firm poflef- 
lion of the recefles of his agohizing 
heart. We will now leave him 
fafely landed at Calais, after a stormy 
paflage, which added to the turbu- 
lent emotions of his own agitated 
l 6 j mind, 
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mind, and all the horrors of fea 
ficknefs, had nearly made him and 
his forrows find a refuge in a watery 
grave : a fate which, in his prefent 
ftateof extreme wretchednefs, would 
have appeared defireable, as exiftence 
1 was now become a burden almoft 
too heavy for him to fupport. He 
would have blefled the hand which 
would have fhortened a life devoted 
to future misery; and the bittereft 
paijgs of never ending regret, render- 
ed .ftill more infufierablp by the tor- 
turing remembrance of thofe hours 
of tranfporting biifs never more to 
return : hours which bufy memory 
ftill delighted to dwell upon, with a 

precifion, 
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precifion, thofe alone who have leaved 
with a paffion fervent as that which 
glowed in the bofom of Henry, can 
paint on each trembling nerve. Alas ! 
we cannot at pleafure refign the load - 
of life ! We must await with patient 
refignation that moment, which a 
wife and merciful Creator has ap- 
pointed to gather us to the cold and 
filent regions of the grave ; that icy 
pillow where all the joys and for- 
rows of a turbulent world are alike ^ 
banifhed from our minds j that 
gloomy dwelling where the falling 
of the eternal curtain ftiuts from 
our knowledge all tranfa&ions of an 

exiftence 
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exigence teeming with grief and 
difappointment ! 

When the carriage,, which con- 
veyed Alicia, flopped before the 
venerable gates of Bellevue, her 
gentle mind flruggled for the com- 
pofure fo requifite for a vifit, that 
Ihe was aftonifhed Mr. Doringfield 
lhould have requefted her at fuch a 
moment to make but it was his 
command, and (he had refolved, in 
fpite of the feelings which preyed 
upon her heart, to obey ; with all the 
recovered dignity which marked her 
every action, (he followed the fer- 
vant to the Countefs's apartment, 

the 
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the drawing-room door flew open, 
flie found herfelf alone, and unfup- 
ported by any thing but confcious 
innocence, in the prefence of a 
haughty woman of quality, whofe 
very name flie dreaded j and had 
fuppofed, that no confideration on 
earth could have tempted her to en- 
ter, but under the protedtion, and 
fcreened in the fond arms of an 
adoring huflband, who would, with 
his life, have fliielded her from the 
arrogance of pride and prejudice. 
The groom of the chambers inquired 
by what name he fhould announce her 
to his lady ; her reply was, flie had 
bufinefs of importance with her 

Lady- 
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Lady (hip ; but that not having the 
honour of being perfonally known 
to the Countefs, her name was im- 
material. The beauty of her face, 
the elegance of her form, and the 
commanding yet foftened manners 
which at all times was fo vifible in 
her graceful movements, removed 
from the man all fufpicions, that her 
vifit was of a nature to which his 
lady, as well as great people in ge- 
neral, have a moft invincible objec- 
tion ; namely, the being importuned 
by the fupplications of thofe who 
require the affiftance of benevolence, 
or. the protection of power : and 
with the fame m^rks of refpeCt, he 

would 
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would have introduced any of the 
Countefs's moft ennobled vifitors ; he 
conducted her trembling fteps to the 
mother of her abufed Lord. On 
her firft entrance fhe had a moment 
to recover from the palpitation of 
her heart, for theCountefs's back was 
to the door ; and the man advanced 
to the fofa on which flxe fat, faying, 
as he approached, " A lady requefts 
to fee your Ladyfhip at this mo- 
ment." She turned, and beheld the 
pale and^early motionless figure of 
Alicia, who, with a modeft but col- 
lected air, requefted to be allowed to 
have the honoyr of fome moments 
converfation. 

Lady 
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Lady Ormington appeared at firft 
incapable of replying, owing to a 
Variety of emotions which feemed 
nearly to fuffocate her. However, 
one demanded her name in a tone of 
haughty defiance. " It is Arundel," 
returned the gentle culprit, taking a 
feat, as fhe added, " the fame who 
was the contracted wife of 1/Ord 
Ormington, the happy ob]e& of his 
tendereft affe&ions ; but now—" 
and fobs nearly ftifted her voice as 
Ihe uttered the fad reverfe^^ the un- 
fortunate, the calumniated being, 
whom he has deferted without a 
caufe ; and when to the intolerable 
regrets of my own foyrow is added, 

the 
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the fear of fny being the innocent 
fource of divifion between a parent 
and a fon, it is more than I can fup- 
port. Oh ! madam, reftore riim to 
your affections ; and if once he is 
convinced he has injured me, by 
■fufpicions injurious to honour, and 
that fendemefs I blufli not to avow 
for the man, whom a few ihort days 
srould have made my mifband, I 
will relinquifli every claim to his 
heart and hand, ' for it is his happi* 
nefs I feek ; and that again fecured, 
' I care not for myfelf." 

. The Countefs, whilll the intereft- 
ing pleader was thus explaining the 

nature 
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nature of fenfations which fwelled 
the torrents of her forrow, had con- 
tinued to gaze on her lpyely face 
with looks expreffive both of horror 
and aftonifhment. Her once fine 
countenance bore a convincing proof; 
how terrific is the appearance of 
itrong lines in the features of per- 
fons advanced in years, 'if they are 
not foftened by humanity and kind- 
nefs. At length, in a tone which 
endeavoured to appear compofed, Ihe 
replied, " 1 have heard with furprize 
the declaration of thofe prefump- 
tuous hopes, which led you to fup- 
pofe, that my Ion, the Earl of Or- 
mington, could form an alliance 

with 
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with you ! Is a nobleman, with 
whom royalty itfelf would not be 
difgraced, a proper object on which 
you and the hypocritical Doringfield 
fhould refolve to cover your own 
difgrace, by drawing him into fnares 
from which he has fo happily ef- 
caped ? But I muft alfo give you 
both infinite credit for the pretty ro-^ 
mantic hiftory, which, though as yet 
untold, would, I doubt not, have 
been wonderfully ingenious; and 
which, I underftand, was not to 
have been difclofed until the child, 
who owes its exiftence to the liber- 
tine prinoiples of that fandtified 
wretch, who would have grafted his 

own 
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own difhonour on jhe noble ftock of 
a houfe, whofe men have all been 
brave, and women virtuous; and 
who, till this mortifying tranfa&ion; 
never even c^ndfefcended to have a 
name, unfullied as that they bear, 
coupled with obfcurity and mean- 
nefs. You f fyren, as you are, muflt, 
I am almoflf tempted to believe, have* 
had recourfe to magic ere my fon 
could have acknowledged the witch* 
ery of thofe art^, which has induced * 
him to difgrace himfelf, . by ever 
having entertained a thought of raifc 
ing one fo infignificant to the diftin* . 
guiftied rank of his wife j-but, Hea- 
ven be prajfed ! he has efcaped the 

fpells 
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fpells which bound him to youj 
and now bluflies at the recollection 
of having fo far difgraced his own 
exalted ftation." Alicia remained a 
moment filent ; her tears had ceafed 
to flow j and, with that graceful dig- 
nity which Ihe fo eminently poffeff. 
ed, replied, in the calm tone of in* 
fulted innocence,^" The mother 
of him I fhall never ceafe to regard, 
has a right to my refpeft ; which to 
preferve, it is proper I Ihould with- 
draw : but before I leave your Lady- 
fhip, allow me to declare, that the 
facred memory of my angel mother, 
has even ftronger ties on me than 
thofp which I acknowledge binds 

me 
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, mc to the Coufctefs of Ormington, 
who is both ungenerous and unjuft, 
in thofe allufions ftie has permitted 
herfelf the liberty of making, fo un- 
worthy her Ladylhip's character, 
and the honour and virtue of her to 
whom I owe my exiftence ; befides 
the truly refpedtable man to whofe 
care I am indebted for even more 
than life. He has inftilled thofe prin- 
ciples of religion and virtue into my 
mind, which now enables me to 
fupport the taunts of pride and ar- 
rogance, without any other fenfation 
than thofe of pity for her, who con- 
defcends to have recourfe to fuch 
k*v means as fraud and deceit, to 

enable 
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enable her to cftabiifhthe future mi- 
fery of a fon, who ihall yet be con- 
vinced of the injuftice he has been 
drawn in to commit. I am forrf 
your Ladyfhip has forced me to be 
thus explicit; but felf-prefervation 
is the firft law of nature; and I 
doubt not, juftice will yet be ren- 
dered to thofe you have fo cruelly 
fought to injure by the blackeft ca- 
lumny," -As fhe fpoke, her natural 
placid temper appeared to be fup- 
ported with unufual ftrength ; forti- 
tude made her eye vigorous ; prudence 
intent ; while truth niade iffelf vili- 
ble in the opennefs and fimplicity 
with which (he retorted to the maje,- 
vol. n. ' m volent 
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vofcnt attacks of the haughty Coua- 
tefc. NatwithftaAdixig, the trying 
ijtuatioo in which £be> found hec£elf t , 
ibe {eqraed< competed; and even at 
the moment of intended hwxailiatioo, 
tp foar far above all the attacks, of 
opprefliyc perfection, 

. 44 Upon my honojn:," (kid Lady 
Ormington, gazing on. her as ihe 
_ fjpoke, " you would have played the 
part of a <jovntefc. with, much dig*, 
nity i apd I cannot wonder at the re,- 
Ju&ance you difplay torefignacha- 
rafter it. muft-have taken you fome 
tiaoe to ftudy,. and bring to the dp- 
gree of jjerfedtion I now witneis ^ 

bait 

3 

i 
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hut you had better at pteferit retarft 
to your artful father, who is, I- tfifa^ 
gine, by this time comviflccd, i$)sk 
toy Lord Otitvmgtxm has dddihed tht 
hotaofir Mf . . Doringfield intended 
hirti, when he feJe&ed this flaturai 
daughter is the? failure Cewitefs of 
Ormiftgtc&K Thanks to that Worthy 
tromah who bears yow father's 
ftaftfe, both yourfelfi a&d ftirb ate 
tu>w fully utirnaflced to that eialted 
chaxhftar*, wfatfA ybu hadths afl**r^ 
a&4e to mark oi#, as thedupe to your 
unparalleled artifice, and cdnfiwnr* 
mite dmbitioH- : but acta* Waste y ali 
hai btteiv Ufiravefed to h& 'attiit 
♦is&ftibrt/ aatfl cai oftty^dd^H* 
dd^pMbs you both frdrti fh* veiy* bfct± 
' ' m z torn v 
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torn of his foul." Alicia, whofe 
Tweet face bore a (hiking refem- 
blance to the white lily, bathed iu 
dew, had nearly funk infenfible on 
the ground, overpowered by the cruel 
inhumanity of the mother of that 
man, who her heart fondly told her 
would Hill protett and love her, not- 
wkhfianding the fuccefsful arts 
which bad been pra&ifed to rob her 
of all Ihe prized. A thousand times 
had he vowed to fhelter her from 
that haughty parent's power ; but 
now, how changed was her lituation 1 
defpifed, calumniated, and deferred 
by the objed of her heart's fondeft 
cle&ion; and left alone to fuppoxt 
the molt cruel arrogance of ufurped 
6 authority! 
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authority ! Thefe bitter reflexions 
rufhed on her mind, and for a mo- 
ment banifhed the calm, but decided 
refolution of her character. Lady 
Ormington faw, by the change of hep 
countenance, fhe was on the point of 
fainting^; and ringing the bell with 
violence, her woman was inftantly 
fummoned to recover her. The at- 
tendant, after having applied th? 
ufual reftoratives, fucceeded in recall- 
ing our interefting heroine back to 
life and mifery j but, as the crimfon 
tide again painted her alhy check, 
tfce woman exclaimed, Gracious 
God, my lady I have you forgotten 
my Lord Marquis? Or did you* 
Ladyftiip ever behold fuch a likenefs 
m 3 as 
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as this young lady bears to him? 
Sure it muft. ,, - ,< Holdyotir tongue," 
.interrupted the offended Countefs* 
€i am I to have my feelings tortured 
by the femembrance of my dear loft 
brother, owing to your nonfenfica) 
ideas of a refemblaace, which has no 
qther foundation but your own filly 
imagination ? Be gone ; I havf no 
fruthpr occafion for your ftftend^nca 
at pre fept : order the carriage, which 
thought this young perfon, ifnmedi* 
jtfely to the door i for I fuppofe yoq 
^an hjive no further bufinefs with 
We." Alicia was going to reply % 
when her fpirits received a cordial 
balnfi ixk the prefence of.Lady Cecilia 
Fortefcue* that kind friend front 

whom 
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whom {ht yet hoped to receive pity 
and fupport ; nor were the hopes {he 
had formed of the juftice and libe- 
rality of her Ladyfhip erroneous. 

Mr. Doringfield had made a point 
of feeing this truly amiable woman, 
and to her care and tender attention 
had cntrufted his beldved charge. 
The neceffity of the moment obliged 
him to haften the time appointed 
for the difcovery of the true fkuatiofi 
of Alicia } and, under the feal of fe-» 
crecy for a few days, he had confided 
to her the myftery of Mifs Arundel's 
birth, and his motive for requefting^ 
file W6uld fee the Counted at the 
caftle; to which plate, finding Ihe 
m 4 was 
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was gone, Lady Cecilia had follow- 
ed and ?ntered, at a moment when 
the timid perfecuted girl flood moft 
in need of the Toothing confolations 
of friendihip* 

The Countefs, in the moft vehe- 
ment terms, gave utterance to the 
black falfehoods fhe alledged againft 
Doringfield and Alicia j Lady Cecilia, 
in the mild voice of truth, as fhe held 
the fair hand of the trembling cul- 
prit, which fhe had taken on her firft 
entrance, and gently preffed with the 
afiettionate kindnefs of friendfhip 
and protection, replied, *' Allow mc, 
Lady Ormington, to fpeak to "you 
alone. J have fome circuraftances of 

importance 



( 24£ ) 
importance to difclofe; and flatter 
jnyfelf it is now hi my power to 
open your eyes, to the errors into 
which your Ladyfhip has, I doubt 
iiot, been betrayed by the arts of the 
truly defpicable r As to you, my 
leve," lhe continued,, turning to the 
now aftoniflied Alicia, 44 from this 
moment you are the daughter of my 
adoption and fhallihare a parent's 
love with my Olivia.- Confider my 
houfe as your home ;,for never fhali 
you. re-enter that which holds the 
woman who has fo bafely calumni- 
ated you. You ftiall live with me. 
until I give back the treafure his own 
ralhnefs had nearly loft fo him for* 
ever, to the arms of Lord Ormingr 
m 5 ton, 
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ton, who will foon be convinced of- 
the diabolical arts pradtifed againft 
ydur mutual happinefs. At the feet 
of his ftiH adored love, he (hall fue 
for that pardon I am fure you witt 
not long refufe to grant to a repent- 
ing lover. To your Ladyfhip I 
rftake no apology for the part I am 
a£ting ; for when I have the honour 
of a converfation with ybu> I have 
fuch convincing proofs to produce, 
that an alliance with this lovely and 
deferving girl will be an honour ta 
whatever family (he connedts herfelf 
with, that the Counted of Orming- 
tbri, in particular, will readily ac- 
knowledge thofe claims, when the 
riature of them are fully afcertained * 

as 
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as they fpeedily fhall be to her entile 
fatisfa&ion/* 

The enraged petrefs, wit& aH fh* 
acrimony c£ offended pride, tetorred,' 
* 4 Thofe pretentions muft, frideed ; to* 
well-founded, which could induce? 
her to/faipftion with approbation 
the marriage of Lord Chjmmgtbtv 
wkh the reputed illegitimate and dis- 
graced daughter of his govemoj'. 4 * 
The fair cheeks of Mif* Ariincfe^ 
were fuffitfed with the 'bui'miVg 1 
biirfties of infuhed virtue j bur feel- 
ing fefcty in the prefence pf the 
awwed champion* 6f her innocdnce' 
and integrity, flie calmly replied', 
*• That the unexpe&fcd happirtefs {he 
m 6 felt 
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felt at receiving marks of fuch dif- 
tinguifhing regard from a friend fb 
truly beloved, has tnfpired hopes of 
jet being able to counteract the ma* 
chinations of thole, who, to gratify 
their own revenge, had endeavoured 
at the deftruttion of her fondeft 
wilhes, and levelled the fhafts of 
malice againft the mod amiable of 
mankind/' M Fear not, my love/* 
cried her kind protedtrefs, "a fhort 
time will eyince, part the poffibility 
of doubt to Lady Ormington, that 
the contracted wife of her fon has ■ 
fuch indifputable ties to her attention 
as, I flatter myfelf, fhe will not long 
with-hold from one who, equally 
with her Xadyfliip, is endowed 

with 
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with the highly prized diftin&ion of 
blood, equally unfullied with that 
which flows in the veins of the 
4efcendants from the houfe of Mal- 
vern." 

The -ladies now withdrew to an- 
other apartment, and, after *a few 
moments, Alicia was requefted, by. 
a meffage from Lady Cecilia, to en- 
ter her carriage, where fhe would 
foon come to her. With hafty and 
trembling fteps fhe prepared to obey ; 
happy to leave a place in which fhe 
had endured all the mortifications 
haughty pride and cruel infult could 
inflift : on crofling the hall, fhe faqr 
her former little favourite, and the 

innocent 
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innocent eaufe of the heart-rending 
follows which oppreflfed her. 

The chfld no fooncr caught a fight 
of her well-remembered Mifs Arun- 
del, than, with all the joy of infan- 
tine delight, flbe dung round the 
fweet form of herffoe had fo materi- 
ally injured ; nor would flic be pre- 
vailed- on, by the entreaties of her 
goveiiiefs, to quit her till Lady Ce- 
cilia joined her in the carriage. This 
amiable woman > with alHhc warmth? 
affe&ien could ihfpire, now afluredf 
her fwe^t protegee, that flic wotilcf 
never more lo& fight of her till ffce 
ifras reclaimed bjt a power, they 
Ihould neither* Ave hoped, be in- 
clined 
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dined to difpute; arid, witha v tdn<r 
indicative of every thing moft footfcu- - 
ing, (he affured her a very £ho*t time 
would make the Countefs of Or- 
mington as anxious to receive her for 
a daughter as flie had before been 
violent againft fucb a connexion. 

44 But," added her Lady fhip, "ft. 
is a ferious undertaking to convince ■ 
fome' people there is. a poflibility • 
of their being in the wrong ; and, I 
really believe, my £fter-in-law is of 
that haughty and unbending difpofi- 
tion, that fhe would fooner die than 
acknowledge herfelf in an error ; but : 
It have undertaken to convince her 
of the injuftice of her preftat con-, 



( *S6 > 
dcrft ; and I believe I ihali in time 
fucceed, in* weeding out feme an- 
cieht prejudices,, in harbouring of 
which how many beautiful flower* 
does fee threw from her I In thi* 
age of profligacy, how poor is our ac- 
quirement of wifdom ! Did we indeed- 
advance in virtue, then progreflion 
of time, which every day difclofes 
to our eyes the inexhauftible Roves of 
knowledge and of fcience, might be- 
ef ineftimahle value ; but, like the: 
ungrateful fwine which devours the- 
acorn with greedinefs, the Counted 
Ihuts her eyes on. truth, and ceafing^ 
to look up to the oak from 'Whence* 
fhe receives-the bleffing, forgets thet 
cmfe and end of the gift. Now, my. 

deaiy 
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dear, we muft arrange out liflfo 
plan ; for in future you are toy 
gueft, and never but under my pro* 
teftion (hall you enter tfie, houfe of 
that defpicable Mrs. Doringfield^ 
who has been the contriver and abet- 
tor of a diabolical fcheme, which 
that God vvho watches over the inno T 
cent and the opprefled has fo amply 
put in my power to refute. Doring- 
field is gone to town in purfuit of my 
^precipitate nephew % and I truft tht 
explanation he is about to give will 
Bcftore you to the full poffeffion of 
his heart. Till that period, you have 
in me a mother^ arms to fhelter you 
from the malice of your enemies* 
None will dare taperfecute the avow* 

ed 



( S58 ) 

ed objeft ef my tendernefs ; *>fk 
whom I fhaii ever regard as the f\& 
ttr of my Olivia, who will, with 
the trueft fympathy, lhare in thofe 
fcrrows which the deceit of others 
have brought upon you; and yo» 
cannot but feel foothed by the un* 
ceafing attentions and affectionate 
gehtknefs of your young friend,**— fc 

Ah V cried the grateful Alicia; 
f< can I repine at any circumftancc 
which has Weflfed me with fuch dif- 
interefted, fuch unmerited goodnefs? 
Never can I find expreffions fuffi- 
ciently forcible in which to convey 
my thartks for humanity fo exalted I 
I ble fs you for the hope you hold 

out> 
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0Ot, that it will yet be allowed me 
to undeceive my ever beloved and 
once confiding Henry ; and to con-/ 
vince him, that his AKcia is not the 
defpicable charader he has beea 
taught to believe. If this blefling is 
ever granted to my prayers, can I ever 
lament the event, cruel as it i*, which 
has brought the conviction that ad~ 
vfcrfi ty is the true touchftone of friend- 
fhip ; and that, in your Ladyfhip** 
goodntfs* I Jiaw difcovesed that cor- 
dial drop which fweetens the bitter 
draught of misfortune! Ah, never 
can I be fufficiently grateful for fuch 
an intefpofition in my favour. You 
appeared, thy revered friend/* fhe 
continued* " during your vifit to 

the 
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the Countefs, to be fully acquainted 
with the fecret of my birth ; will 
you not pity my anxiety on that 
account, and give me the fatisfadion 
of knowing wha it really is you ho- 
nour fo entirely with your appro- 
bation and affedtion."— " Till I hea* 
from or fee our worthy friend/* 
laid her Lady (hip, 14 you mufi par- 
don my granting this* I muft fay r 
leafonable requeft. Lady Orming- 
ton already knows you by that namq 
to which you have an undoubted 
sight, and a little time will put yoA 
in pofleffion of the rank and for- 
tune whkh is no longec in the power 
of your enemies to deprive you of at 
pre fen t. Satisfy yourfelf with the 

certainty 
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certainty of foon becoming Countefs 
of Ormington, and the adored wife 
of our mifguided, rafti Henry. 
*' Ah!" exclaimed the agitated 
gid, " how fweet is this hope fo 
kindly held out to heal my harafied 
fpirits ! Oh, fay in what way I 
can e¥er repay fuch condescending 
goodnefs ?" 

The carriage now-flopped at the 
door of her ladylhip's magnificent 
houfe, where our inttrefting heroine 
was warmly welcomed and tenderly 
received to the liberal hearts of its 
generous owner and amiable daugh- 
ter. . 4 * « 

A mef- 



f 
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, A meflage w$s dtfpatched to the 
jterfonage of Afhbourne, demanding 
the immediate attendance of Alicia 1 ! 
fervanttf who tvas otdesed ' to bring 
all her Clothes to Hcathfide: at the 
fame time information: Was font to 
Mrs. Dodngfidd, that, in fattac, 
Miffr Arundel wotild take up hei 
abode with Lady Cecilia Fdrtefeue^ 
When the groom, who was the 
bearer of thdfe orders, approached 
the hou&ji he faw at jto£b<haife*«ui 
fotiar ftindirtg at the door, into which 
M*«. DormgfieM altered, and the 
yoltitioa* totik the' road) to; London; 

Sally was not long in obey ing the 

fummons 
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£ui$m$ro to join her mi&efs ; 
for tbe confufi on which reigned at 
the parfoiiage had' not patted unob- 
foved by thjs attentive ctfiture. 
J§h«, could not with juftiee be claflfedr 
with the <#w3pfon heed of fovapts 3 
fojr flae ajnioft wor#npip$d Alicia, 
and W&s nearly over-p^eEed wilh 
jgy; wj>en fbe received th« edflw 
U*and to follow her to the houfe of 
her .amiable p«*ectfef$. , 

i As foon as the ladies heard- of 
SailyrV arrival, fhe was defred to* 
snake her appearance in the dfowing-* 
room, in ordpr ta give all th* itiftel^ 
ifgenoe ike could refpe&*ng what* 

had 
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had pafled at Afhboume after the de- 
parture of Doringfield and Alicia. 

/ «« Dear me/ 1 cried the good crea- 
ture, " I do verily believe, if ever 
there was a devil under the form of 
a woman, it is Mrs. Doringfield* 
However, in the end, I believe lhe 
will meet a punifliment for all her 
wickednefs ; for now fhe is • com- 
pletely routed out from, the parfon~ 
age, and* I hope her worthy hufband 
will sever let her take root in" it 
again.?—-" Gone from the houfe !" 
cried Alicia ; " can it indeed be pottx- 
bit that I, am ,the unhappy canfe of; 
fo much domeftic Ufteajinefs to my 

good, 
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good, my generous guardian, who 
reaps only uneafinefs for all the kind- 
nefs he has Ihowered on my head, 
lince that (for him,) unfortunate 
hour in which I was committed to his 
care?" 

" La, Mifs I" replied Sally, 
* 4 I am fure you need not fret bccaufe 
he has got rid of her, for he has 
never been the fame gentleman as he 
was before he married her ; and, 
now (he is packed off, bag and bag- 
gage, to her fine lady of a daughter, 
who is every bit as bad as herfelf , I 
hope we fhall have a little peace 
and quietnefs again, as we ufed to 
have in the time of that blefled an- 
gel who is now in heaven."—" But 
vol. ii. n tell 
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tell me," cried Alicia, in much agi- 
tation, 4< how you came to know 
Mrs. Doringfield had been baniflied 
thehoufeof myguardian?"— - " Why, 
madam, you had not been gone half 
an hour, when a mcflage came exprefs 
from Derby, with a letter from Mr. 
Doringfield to his wife ; and, on 
/ reading it, fhe put herfelf into a 
violent paffion ; and as fhe was in 
her own room, and I was putting 
your things to rights, I heard her 
calling both you and Mr. Doring- 
field an hundred names ; and fhe 
vowed fhe would not flop a moment 
longer in the houfe, but ordered , 
Mary to pack up all that belonged 
to her, for Ibe would go immedi- 
ately 
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ately to her dear (laughter, Lady 
Darcy, and never have any thing 
more to fay to either of you : and 
fo John was fent for a chaife ; and* 
as foon as fhe rummaged up all fhe 
could get, off fhe went and took 
Mary with her ; and a good riddance 
it was, I am.fure, for all that was 
left behind. As foon as fhe was 
quite out of fight, I went info her 
room to fee if fhe had left any thing 
behind in her hurry, that I might 
put it away ; for the other fnaids 
were bufy, and I told them I would 
help them a bit up flairs: fo) irt 
looking about, I found a letter, all 
ruihpled and fqueezed together, and 
thrown into the fire-place j and I 
n z thought, 



( 268 ) 
thought, fomehow, it looked like 
the one which had caufed all this 
flutter. I opened it, and Aire enough 
it was from Mr. Doringfield ! and 
here it is ; for I thought it better to 
put it into my own pocket, than to 
leave it about for the other fervants 
to read." 

She then gave the letter to Alicia; 
and as both herfelf and the ladies 
were impatient to fee if it contained 
any new difcoveries, they difmiffed 
Sally, and haftened to perufe the 
epiftle of Doringfield to his unworthy 
wife. It contained the moft cutting 
reproaches at the difcovered wicked- 
nefs of thofe plans formed to blacken 

the 
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thechara&erof himfelfand his inno- 
cent and beloved ward ; alluring her, 
that after the proofs he had feen of 
the determined wickednefs of her 
condud, he could never more con- 
fent to fee one, the atrocity of 
whofe behaviour muft ever place ant 
infurmountable bar between them, 
unlefs years of penitence and a full 
confeflion of her crimes, fhould en- 
title her to folicit forgivenefs of God 
and man. 

The letters fent to him by Lord 
Ormington, and which the Countcfs 
declared were delivered into her hands 
by this female machiavelian, were an 
inconteftible proof of the diabolical 
n 3 ad;, 
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aiffc, to which the darkeft paflion* 
that ever difgraced the breaft of wo* 
man had given birth ; and he con- 
cluded his letter with informing her, 
that any farther fchemes on the fame 
fubjed: would he as abortive, as her 
former endeavours had been for a 
very fhort time profperous. He 
added, that he would introduce Mif* 
Arundel to the world, in a charac- 
ter which would add the fplendour 
of rank and fortune to the attributes 
of innocence and virtue, and heap 
confufion and remorfe on the heads 
of all thofc who would have opi- 
preffed her by the forgeries of ca- 
lumny and falfehdod. He ended by 
faying, that bufiiiefs of importance 
t would 
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would detain him fome days in 
London, and, on his return to Der- 
by (hire, he Ihould expe<& to find 
his houfe evacuated by that woman 
whom he never more fhould ac- 
knowledge as his wife. 

The perufal of this letter filled the 
gentle heart of Alicia with many ad- 
ditional pangs to thofe which already 
oppreffed her agitated fpirits : to be 
the auife of reparation between thofe 
fb nearly connected to each other, was 
more than (he could well fupport ; 
and it was long before the affec- 
tionate foothings of her truly efti- 
mable friends could bring her to a 
juft fenfe of the great relief Doring- 
n 4 field 
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field would find on being feparated 
from a woman fo unworthy there- 
fpedtable ftation {he held as the mif- 
trefs of his family. 

It was late before the little trio 
feparated for the night; and Lady 
Cecilia andMifs Fortefcue conduct- 
ed the now compofed Alicia to her 
apartment : on bidding her good 
night, her Ladyfhip killed her with 
the affe<5tion of a mother, faying, 
f< God blefs you, my fweet perfe- 
cted love ! Now you are once un- 
der the protection of this roof, I 
truft the Almighty will guard you 
from future trials • Sleep well, and 
remember the fpirit of a fainted mo- 
ther 
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ther will; perhaps, hover round and 
blefs the entrance of a beloved child 
to the abode of peace and friend- 
(hip." . 

As Ihe uttered this in , a voicG 
which appeared more than ufually 
folemn, the already foftencd heart of 
Alicia threw from the fountain of 
her mild eyes the pearly drops of li- 
quid tendernefs ; fhe returned the 
kind embraces of the friend fo pro- 
videntially raifed to protect and fiip- 
port her in the hour of trial, with 
all the fervour fo congenial to her 
nature. 



The tranfactions of the preceding 
n 5 day 
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flay had furniftied too many agoniz- 
ing remembrances to allow fleep • 
" and, in the filent and uridifturbed 
hour of reft, flie had full leifure to 
recollect with gratitude the nume- 
rous caufes (he had, even at the mo- 
ment when the moft fevere a{flic- 
tions nearly overpowered her, to 
blefs the hand, which, though it 
inflicted, meliorated the cruel ftroke, 
by the interference of a friend fo 
truly refpectable as was the benevo- 
lent aunt of him whofe rafh impe- 
tuofity had planted in her gentle 
bofom (the kingdom in which his 
image reigned with defpotic fway,) 
the ftiarpeft thorns of cold fufpi- 
cion and bitter unmerited reproach ; 

which 
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which ft ill continued to inflict the fe-. 
vereft pangs on that feat of innocence 
and virtue. Yet, in the dear, delight;- 
£ul hope of one day being reftored to 
his affections, fhe at length fuffered 
his beloved idea gradually to give 
place to that authority which neither 
the miferable nor the happy have 
the power to refift. In fweet and 
tranquil dream? flbe was again unit* 
ed to the fovereign of her foul,' and 
awoke next morning refrefhed. 

At breakfaft Lady Cecilia in- 
formed her, that Doringfield had 
promifed, ftiould his ftay in London 
be prolonged, to tranfmit from 
thence the melancholy hiftory of 
n 6 thofe 
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thofe to whom (he owed her being ; 
but as his return would depend on 
hi* having overtaken the Earl, whom 
he meant to follow, it was impof- 
fible to guefs how long it might be 
before he could arrange the promifed 
little narrative for the perufal of the 
beloved child of his adoption, and 
that kind friend to whom he had 
already difclofed her true fituation. 

Tedioufly did the hours pafs till 
the anxioufly-expe&ed poft brought 
the fo ardently defired letter. Three 
days had elap fed, and every carriage 
which crofled the road was obferved 
with delightful expectation, hoping 
it would reftore Lord Ormington to 

hap- 
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happinefs and Alicia. Frequent and 
repeated were the difappointments 
which awaited her agitated fpirits. 
A thoufand fears had nearly baniflied 
the fweet hope of a fpeedy reunion, 
when, as the little party fat at break- 
faft on the fifth day, the bag from 
the Poft Office was prefented to Lady ♦ 
Cecilia. With trembling impa- 
tience the eager eye of Alicia faw f 
among other letters, one directed in 
the hand- writing of her guardian: but, 
alas ! that which could alone, have 
brought tranfport was not vifible in 
the number of thofe which were 
now thrown on the table. The 
fcarcely lefs interefted friend broke 
the feal, and read as follows : 

" I had 
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" I had hoped, my dear ma* 
dam, ere this, to have been the mc£» 
fenger of happinefs to our prefent, I 
fear, unhappy Alicia, whom your 
Ladyfhip has fa kindly received to 
the fhelter of your protection ; but 
all my endeavours to overtake Lord 
Ormington have, as yet, proved 
ineffc<ftuaL On my arrival in Lon- 
don, I immediately proceeded to 
Grofvenor Square, and was inform- 
ed by the porter, his Lordfhip had 
not remained two hours in town, 
and was gone to Dover on his way 
to France : to Dover I immediately 
proceeded ; and, on my alighting at 
the York Hotel, was told he had 
arrived late at nighty and the packet 

being 
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being on the point of failing, he. had 
embarked in lefs than half an hour, 
and, in all probability, muft have 
reached Calais many hours prior to 
my arrival. In this cafe, I thought 
it lyould be needlcfs to extend my 
p^rfuit at prefent ; and, having dif* 
patched letters after him, addreffed 
them to Paris and other places at 
which I think it likely he may ftop, 
I returned to London, in 'the hope 
of learning from Mr, Fortefcue 
to what town he had intended go- 
ing. Here again I met a fecond dif- 
appointment ; fox your fbn, I un- 
derftand, is not at prefent in town, 
or expedled, his porter informed 
me, for a fortnight at leaft. So 

we 
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we muft now wait with patience till 
this amiable, but rafh, young man 
gives us fome clue by which we 
may diredt our endeavours to reftore 
to him his loft peace of mind, which 
has been, like that of his unfortunate 
Uncle, the vidtim of deceptiop and 
duplicity. May the Almighty pre- 
fer ve him from the wretchednefs 
which marked the life of my never 
to be forgotten friends ! I fhall foon 
have the honour of conveying my 
perfonal acknowledgements to the 
benevolent kindnefs your Ladyftiip 
has evinced by fo actively patroniz- 
ing the lovely but almoft friendlefs 
orphan of a diftinguiflied houfe. 
The time will fliortly arrive when I 

fliall 



( 281 ) 
fliall no longer think it neceflary to 
hide from Alicia thofe particulars 
which will, I well know, fill her 
tender bofom, with filial forrow; 
as I think it will be lefs trying to 
her in the'perufal, than were I to re- 
peat the circumftances. I will, on 
my return home, which I propofe 
reaching in a few days, do myfelf 
the honour to prefent into your 
hands the tranfcript of fufierings from 
which, I truft, our dear charge 
will be exempt ; and which have 
been but feldom equalled, never ex- 
celled, in the annals of human 
griefs. With every fentiment of gra- 
titude and refpedt, &c. &c. 



To 
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To defcribe the various conflicts 
which {hook the heart of our he- 
roine, is impoflible ; and their na- 
ture can only be fully entered into 
by that mind, who, within fight 
of long-expe&ed happinefs, has 
found itfelf fuddenly, and in the 
moft unaccountable manner, dafhed 
from all thefe high-iaifed hopes, 
and divided for ever from that per- 
fon in whom it appeared to, centre. 

Evefry expe&atian of convincing 
Lord Ormington of the injuftice he 
had done her by the fufpicions he 
had imbibed againft her fidelity and 
truth, vanifhed in the dreadful cer- 
tainty that, to avoid the trouble and 

impor- 

< 
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importunity of explanations and 
expoftulations, he intended to keep 
the place of his retirement fecret from 
all thofe who might have the power pr 
the inclination to endeavour to bring 
him to a fenfe of the error of his. 
Conduct, by having condemned, 
ynheard, thole yfhg Jb^d never giver* 
him caufe to doubt their probity, 
and whofe honour could bear the 
fcrutiny of the pioft prejudiced; 
Upturning as beautiful, the geptle 
as amiajble Alicia was already be- 
come the univerfal, favourite of the 
circle in which Lady Cecilia moved* 
The dependants almoft adored her 
fweet humility of jmami^t and the 
wighbouringpooFhad received marks 

of 
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of the natural benevolence of her 
heart, . Her Lady (hip endeavoured 
to flatter her with the hope that the 
letters which had been difpatched 
would fpeedily overtake her wan- 
dering lover, and that (he had every 
reafon for confolation the nature of 
her fituation could admit. 

She appeared fenfible of, and 
grateful for, the foothing fympathy 
of her friends ; and (he ftrove to 
convince her heart all would yet be 
well, and that even if Ihefhoulditever 
more behold him whofe image is 
ever foremoft in her thoughts, he 
would in time at ledt acknow- 
ledge the cruel injuftice jie had been 

guilty 
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guilty of, by harbouring fufpicions 
fo injurious to the redtitude of her 
principles. 

Some days had ekpfed, and yet 
no news of either the Earl or Do- 
ringfield. One evening Alicia went v 
into the garden to enjoy a walk, un- 
accompanied by either of her kind 
friends. She bent her penfive fteps 
towards the avenue leading to the. 
park, the boundaries of which were 
marked by a filver line, for the 
moon-beams fparkled on the river 
Trent, with which it was encircled. 
The remembrance of the laft mo- 
ment of delight fhe had fpent in the 
fociety of her ftill loved Ormington, 

prefented 
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prefented itfelf to her mind with all 
the agonizing recollcdions with 
which it was ever attended. It was 
on a night fimilar to the prefent he 
had faid, 4 4 When next, my love* 
the moon rifcs in its prefent fplen- 
dour, nothing on earth will have 
power to divide us from each other. " 

The dreadful reverfe of her pre- 
fent fituation nearly got the better of 
all the philofophy fhe had endea- 
voured to acquire; and the bitter 
tears of well-remembered happinefs, 
pafled, flie thought, never to return,' 
chaced each other over hct once 
blooming cheek, now faded by the 
canker-worm at her heart. Silent 
8 forrow 
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forrow preyed on her delicate frame ; 
her nights were fpent without the 
relief of fleep to her wearied eyes.; 
fociety became painful ; and it was 
only the gratitude flic felt to her 
anxioufly attentive friends, 'which 
could have rouzed her to the flight- 
eft exertion. The fame fweet fmile 
would yet at times dimple round her 
mouth ; flie fpoke, flie fang, but in 
a manner, which even more forcibly 
than filence could have done, dif- 
covered peace was fled from the 
manfion of her bofom. That voice 
which was ever the foul x of har- 
mony, now became more foft and 
feeble ; the correct vivacity of her 
converfation was obfcured ; and no- 
thing 
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thing appeared jto convey fatisfaftion 
to her breaft, but undifturbed foli- 
tude. All thefe fymptoms had not 
, paffed unnoticed by Lady Cecilia, 
who, anxious left grief fhould fix 
her throne in the heart of her ami- 
able favourite, wrote to Doringfield, 
requefting his immediate return, as 
fhe had many fears refpedting the 
health of his lovely ward. Mifs 
Arundel had obferved, that for the 
laft two or three days the name of 
Lord Ormington had ceafed to be 
mentioned in her prefence, and that 
* letters were continually exchanged 
between the Countefs, Lady Cecilia, 
and her guardian. Perfe&ly fatis- 
fied, thofe fo tenderly interefted 

in 
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in her happinefs, as were the 
two latter, would hide nothing 
from her knowledge which could 
give her pleafure, fhe endeavoured 
to vanquifli the curiofity thefe myf- 
terious proceedings occafioned, and 
await, inpatient filence, whatever af- 
fliction was yet in ftore for her. On y 
entering the houfe from her folitary 
evening ramble, (he was met by the 
affectionate Olivia, who informed 
her Mr. Doringfield was clofeted 
with her mother. At this unexpect- 
ed news a variety of emotions ha4 
nearly overpo wered her ; and her fair 
friend beheld, with forrow, the tn~ 
creafing weaknefs, which daily made 
her lefs able to fupport, that anxious 
Yoir. ii. o ^ itate 
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ftate of fufpence fhe was in all pro* 
. bability ordained to Staffer' for a 
lengthened fpace of time. To the 
gentle confolations offered by Mifs 
Fortefcue, flie calmly replied, " The 
arrival of my guardian recalls thofe - 
days of Jiappinefs which are fled for 
ever. Of this I am convinced by 
\ the lilence you all obferve refpedting 
Lord Ormington^ and which aflures 
me, paft a poffibility of doubt, that 
I am doomed to a life of wretched- 
nefs and forrow. Tell me, deareft 
Olivia, in pity tell me I the moft 
horrid certainty will be a ftate of 
blifs, compared with the intolerable 
fufpence to which, for many days, 
I have been the vi&im." " Sweet 

girl, 
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girl, believe me, I know nothing re- - 
fpediing Henry ; it is true, his mo-* 
thfer is half frantic at not having . 
heard of him fince he left Bellevue; 
in a ftate bordering onmadnefs; 
and till fome certain accounts be re-^ 
ceived, it is mama's tendernefs for 
you; that induced us to drop a fub-^ 
je£b x whith could only fefVe to ; 
recall him to your remembrance." 

Recall 4 him! - did yoti fay? > 
Ah ! believe- me} Olivia,* neVer for 
a moment is he abfent from my : 
heart."— " I - know it 1 well, ; my 
deareft coufin; for fuch, in -fpite of 
prefent appearances, I am fute yoir 
will yet be ; fo look forward with* 4 
hofpe, as I do, to future days of* 
happinefs. Your Henry I have 
o - known 
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known from infancy ; he is good 
and generous, but, I muft own; raflfc 
and precipitate."— The fimple word 
your Henry, uttered by her who 
had ever been confidered as a filler 
by the man in whom her happinefc 
centered, for the moment cheared 
Alicia's doubting foul ; but the con- 
viction of the juftice of hef remark,, 
when (he hinted at the determination 
of character fhefo well knew he po£^ 
feflecj, banifhed every flattering idea 
and fhe could only fay, " Ah ! if he 
could but know the fuflerings his* 
condud has infli&ed." — " My dear,'** 
interrupted her more penetrating, 
friend, " you little know the obfti-. 
nate firmnefs of the fex; for I verilyr 

believe>. 
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believe* was Orrnington fenfible of 
the anxiety his abfence occafions 
you, he would even fly ftill further 
from us." — " Oh no I that idea is 
totally incompatible with the affecti- 
onate generofity of his character." 
— <€ You muft not judge of men, 
either from your own heart, nor yet 
from the delineation of their cha* 
ra&ers, as drawn by your favourite 
authors, fimple girlt Believe me 
when I tell you, that paffionate and 
vehement coufiin of mine will, if I 
know him right, have fome trouble 
to forgive your innocence."— " My 
God 1 how is that poflible ? in the 
whole tranfadtion he cannot be 
deemed culpable; to him I was 

repre- 
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reprefented as criminal." — 11 You s 
are a fweety generous advocate for 
this runaway knight of yours, whoj 
when once convinced of the irijuftice 
he has been guilty of, will feel felf- 
iove implicated in the bufinefs ; and 
the very idea of what others wiH 
think of his headftrong folly, may 
be the means for fottie time of keep- 
ing from you. Very few of thefe 
lords of the creation have the grace 
to confefs, it is ever poffible their 
wifdom could be mifled, even in the' 
ntoft trivial point, hdwever comply- 
ing, moderate, and gentle, they may 
appear."*— " Indeed, Olivia, you in- - 
jure him ; for Lord Ormington is all 
that is noble, generous, and good." 

— "Oh, . 



— " Oh, certainly ! his Lordfliip is 1 
is well-as-jnoft i but believe me he' 
has his faults like other people-^ 
though, when with you, and gazing 
on the charms which firft won his 
attention ; or liftening to the melo- 
dious founds of your fweet voiGe, he 
felt 'no other paffion but love and 
felf-approbation, at having infpired 
you with a~ tendernefs equal to that 
which filled his own breaft ; his va- 
nity was flattered at having discover- 
ed your merit, and fucceeding in 
making you fenfible of that which 
he poffeffes : — but now the cafe is 
altered ; and before he can hope for 
pardon, he muft acknowledge the 
error of his conduct, and bend his 

haughty 
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haughty fpirit to afk forgivenefs of. 
the fweet creature he has injured by 
his fufpicions." 



. END OF VOL. II. 
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